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A year of Inspections! 
The academic year 2008-9 will be remembered for a host of 
wonderful activities and achievements, but for the Head, 
members of School Committee and the School Management 
Team it will be remembered as the Year of Inspections! 

During this twelve month period, we have endured a Crested 
Inspection of our Dyslexia provision, a Local Authority Inspection, 
carried out by Gloucestershire LA on behalf of 48 Local Education 
Authorities, an Ofsted Boarding Inspection, an Early Years and 
Foundation Stage Inspection and a full school Inspection carried 
out by the Independent Schools Inspectorate. We are "inspected 
out". 

The word "Inspectionn derives from the Latin - 'spectaren to 
look at - and means "to look closely inton. As Quakers, we are used 
to introspection and reflection. The absence of creedal statements 
means that we are asked - and we encourage our young people in 
this - to consider our individual response to a given situation. 
"Advices and Queries", the little red book that sits on our Meeting 
House table and to which frequent reference is made in school 
Meetings for Worship, encourages this reflection. The advices and 
queries are intended for use in meetings, for private devotion and 
reflection, as a challenge and inspiration to us as Friends in our 
personal lives and in our life as a religious (and our school) 
community. For example, Advice 17 asks: 

"Do you respect that of God in everyone though it may be 
expressed in unfamiliar ways or be difficult to discern? Each of us 
has a particular experience of God and each must find the way to 
be true to it When words are strange or disturbing to you, try to 
sense where they come from and what has nourished the lives of 
others. Listen patiently and seek the truth which other people's 
opinions may contain for you. Avoid hurtful criticism and 
provocative language. Do not allow the strength of your convictions 

to betray you into making statements or allegations that are unfair 

or untrue. Think it possible that you may be mistakenn 

Over the last five years, I had of course, reached many 
conclusions about Sibford School - about what we are doing well 

and what we might still do better, but there is always an 
anxiety that one might be mistaken, and in one sense it was 
reassuring to know that the Inspection teams were coming. 
The last ISI had taken place in 2003, when Sue Freestone was 
Head and the school had 367 pupils. Six years later, and now 
with 422 pupils, it was my turn to face external scrutiny. The 
judgements made by the Inspection Teams were all very 
encouraging - most were "outstandingn, with the remainder 
"good". 

Whilst others might have been most pleased with positive 
comments about our academic standards, or about pupils' 
learning and achievements, I went straight to the section on 
"Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development of Pupils'. 
Sections 2.13 and 2.14 state: "The spiritual, moral, social, and 
cultural development of the pupils is outstanding and a 
strength of the school. The report of the last inspection 
found it to be excellent and this standard has been 
maintained well. The school vigorously and openly 
promotes an awareness of and a concern for all others, 
recognising in each person "that of God" .... Sibford School 
maintains the character and substance of its Quaker 
foundation to its core, not only in its consideration of others 
but also in its regular silent Meetings for reflection and 
shared contemplation". 

'Advices and Queries' 9 asks that we "Come to meeting 
for worship (and we might say "school" here just as well) 
with heart and mind prepared. Yield yourself and all your 
outward concerns to God's guidance so that you may find 
'the evil weakening in you and the good raised up': We 
know that we can never be perfect, as bel ievers or as 
school leaders or students, but to travel with the 
expectation that we can continue to "raise up the good", 
to listen attentively to what we might do to make it 
better and to respond honestly, is surely an indication that 
we might be on the right path. 

• Michael Goodwin - Head of Sibford 

From the Editor 

Quaker 'Advices and Qu . , enes 2 
"Let your worship 

an? your daily 
lIfe enrich 

each other." 
A� Sibford, with the aim of . pupIls, we offer a learnin 

fU�her ennching Our 
. beyond the National C�r��p�nence which extends d,verse range of enga ' 

ICU um by providing a not normally availab/�/� t�nd c
h
hallenging actiVities 

F 
e sc 001 environment or our senior school pu ils th 

. 
academic year is giv 

P e last week of our Enrichment Week'. Th�; ?ver to 'Curriculum 
op��rtunity to explore and 

tIme al!ows them the actIvItIes. See pages 18-19 
expenence a range of 

e " to learn mo b XCltlng departure fr ' 
re a out this 

. . 
om tlmetabled lessons In addItIon to this, we hold E . . 

at various times duri 
�nchment SeSSions 

where Our more able
ng t .e school year 

extra-curricular event 
pupIls can attend 

structured sessions pu '/
s at school. During these 

d I PI s are encou d an earn more about sp 'fi 
rage to explore often centred on books 

��' IC themes which are already encountered ( 
or I ms that they may have question and investigat�e:u��ge 20). By learning to only looked upon as ent 

�e?s they perhaps have better inSight and a much
e�alnment, pUpils gain 

Th' . eeper understanding IS year Junior school . . 
educational experien!eUPlls have also had their 

. confines of the Nati�xte��ed .beyond the 
TheIr involvement in th 

n�. umcu/um. 
ho�se, the Willow tunnel 

:
n
�U//d/ng of the rOund the!r wonderful vegetable 

' of course, cultivating ennch their lives whilst th:atc� have all helped to 
we hope, enhanced th �a�ned new skills and 

countrySide around th 
e
(
1r Interest in the ' 

em see pages 21-25) As well as Simply en'o i ' . 
. 

educational experien�e 
� n� thIS u�/que outdoor 

practical lessons in .' JunIor pupIls also learned m th SCIence history h . a ematics etc, inc/udin th ' 
, ortlculture, 

working harmoniously
g 

t 
e In

h
va/uab/e lesson of oget er as a team Of Course, it is not onl d . . 

activities that pupils at 
l-

bf,
unng t�ese planned 

I think you will a 
l ord gain enrichment. through the pages o?;�� When you have looked ' 

of the past academ' 
IS magaZine - our 'snap shot' enriched by their ex

'C y�ar - that all our pupils are 
'b penence of bei VI rant, energetic and . ng part of this canng community. 

• Caroline Cartwright 



New Faces at Sibford ... 
Sibford extends a warm welcome to new staff . . .  

Alan Wallis Christopher Orr Clair Henebury 

Science Head of Business Studies Junior School 

Once one realizes that eons of I was brought up just outside After graduating from Middlesex 

living, dying, sUlYiving and Belfast, Northem Ireland. Having University with a degree in Dance 

reproducing have led to one's spent just one day in an Performance I began working as a 

existence it lends a touch of accountancy degree, I decided it teaching assistant, as well as 

InSignificance to events like where wasn't for me. Someone teaching dance, in a local primary 

one was born or where one went suggested that I should do a school. I then decided to train as 

to university. Perhaps what might teaching course; it was the best a teacher and completed my 

be more meaningful - and, dare suggestion for me, because PGCE in Early Years and 

I say it, interesting - is sharing I really haven't looked back. Key Stage 1. I feel very lucky to 

something that I have leamt. My feet have yet to touch the have got a job at Sibford and 

That is, that one drop of ground, and, if I'm honest, I rather have had a fantastic first year 

enthusiasm counts for a flagon like It that way - each day brings teaching my little trio 

of wisdom (by the way; Exeter new challenges, new rewards and, in Receptionl 

and the University of Hull). occasionally, new tantrumsl 

Linda Denwood Liz Malone Liz Staple 

Food Technology Exams Officer Geography 

A Northemer at heart, qualified in Having moved to Shutford jUst I was bom in Warwickshire 

Home Economics from Sheffield over a year ago from Dorset, I am so I am sort of local to the area 

Polytechnic. I have worked in both enjoying the change but I miss though I did spend 8 years in 

the food and appliance industry, the seal Sibford continues to be France when my children were 

most recently for Waitrose challenging where the exams are young. I studied Geography at 

Education Programme which concemed but I am really Aberystwyth UniverSity and was 

prepared me for the challenge enjoying all aspects of school life. Head of Geography In a previous 

that is controlling children and With two daughters now living in job, but I am happy now to work 

hobs at the same timel London, the train takes the strain part-time. I have found Sibford to 

Both my children have attended when we visit them, but with be a very welcoming, friendly 

Sibford, my daughter is about to three cats, a wonderful garden school. I am passionate about 

leave for university, making her and a new area to explore environmental issues, which fit in 

the longest selYing pupil so farl life is pretty busy. well with my subject. 

I have enjoyed getting to know 

the other side of school life. 

Deborah Holroyd 

Science 

I was bom and raised in the West 

Midlands. I completed my BSc in 

Biological Sciences and PGCE in 

the 80's and a Masters Degree in 

Education with the Open 

University in the 90's. I started my 

teaching career in 1986 working 

for Dudley Education Authority. 

I moved to Oxfordshire in 1996 
and raised our two boys. 

In 20041 retumed to part-time 

teaching at Southam College 

in Warwickshire. 

Maria Jackson 

Head of Drama 

I trained at RADA and worked as 

an actress for 10 years, playing 

lead parts in films and television 

series and working extensively in 

theatre. Further study took me to 

University of London Business 

School, and to Warwick University 

where I trained as a teacher and 

am currently studying for a PhD. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my 

time at Sibford, and would like to 

thank everyone for such 

a warm welcome. 

Fiona Donaldson 

Admin Assistant 

Likes: Costa Coffee's lattes; 

family - lan, Tom (11), Moliy (8), 
mad dog, Stitch, bunny and two 

chickens; walking the mad dog; 

being by the sea; chatting with 

friends; camping; knitting; 

cinema; RadiO 4; aftemoon tea; 

Coronation Street; France 

(patisseries on every comerl); 

cycling along country lanes; 

rose wine; blue skies; 

driving my Beetle; Devon; music; 

gardening; making 'to do' lists; 

Tiffany & Co. 

Dislikes: cockroaches 

& anchOVies. 

Michael Ahmad 

MUSic 

I was bom in Lambeth and grew 

up in South London, but after 

years living In the capital decided 

to quit town for the country. 

I recently moved to Oxford after 

completing a PGCE In secondary 

music education and this is my 

first teaching post. 

I am marned to Amy; we have 

two daughters, Molly and Lizzie 

aged 2 and 4 years. I love singing 

and all things musical, listening to 

Test Match Special 

and brewing beer. 



Gill Hill Gracia Romano Hazel Sykes Hugo Seely Jason Harris 

Accounts Department Learning Support Assistant! Classroom Assistant - Carpenter Junior School 

I was bom In Barbury. My House Parent Junior School I was bom In London, but have Caretaker IGardener 

husband and I have tm children I was bom In Nottinghamshire, My time at Sibford IS split lived in the country most of my After fT1CNlng to Slbford three 
(aged 5 and 7) who are mJCh classic Robin Hood countryl between gwing In-class SlIJPOrt to life. I trained as a boat builder years ago I jOined the school In 

smarter than us. \limen I am not I trained to teach French and those plPlls on Leaming S!..pport although I have lived and worked April. leaving a management 
at work I might be cooking, Spanish at York University after programmes and targeting reading In Slbford Gower for the last 16 career in construction and 

reading, knitting or WOrking at our working as a teacher of English as across the .iJnlor School. With a years; about as far from the sea horticulture training for the peace 
allotment. In 10 years lime I a Foreign Lanquage In lovely background In teaching English as you can get. Sibford School and qJlet of rural life. Well, that 

would like to have a garden big Swanage, Dorset. I have also (11-19 + adults) and having tm seems a pleasant and peaceful was the intentlonl I am very 
enough for a game of CrIcket worked in Spain, teaching the young girls myself, I enjoy the place and everyone is welcoming happy With my lot In the .iJnlor 

and children who stay In pnmary curriculum, In Valencia and challenge of bringing my and friendly. I look forward to School and can now mix work 
bed later than 6 am at La Coruna, where my mother experience to help the pupils and WOrking here despite the lack with my hobbies, except for 

the weekend I comes from. I have been very am keen to find new ways to of coastline. mountain trekking, which tends to 

impressed by the generosity of develop their progress be In Scotland, in the SOON, In the 

splnt here at Slbford. In literacy. Wind, and usually the rain. 

Nicola Watson Richard Ferley Sarah Newbould Sue Hirst Tricia Everett 

Junior School Houseparent, Fielding Learning Support Assistant English Nurse 

Originally from Staffordshire now I studied Sport at Worcester I IWe In Bloxham WIth hJsband Forty-elght years: cause for I Iwe In the village With my 

IWlng in Over Norton, I q.;alified as University and spent a year as Chris, who teaches phYSICS. concem7 Three children: tm at hJsband and our 3 children. 

a teacher 20 years ago but Assistant Housemaster and P.E. We have tm children, both of uni, one at school: costly, but Having previously worked In 

retrained as a soliCitor and teacher In Kent before completing whom have recently left source of pride. Three dogs: tm hospitals for CNer 30 years, 

lawyer mediator. On retumlng to my PGCE at Worcester UnIVerSity. unIVersity. I used to work for the miniatures, one toy poodle: all coming to Sibford was a new and 

teaching I worked at a small I remained In Kent for three years local authonty In the Plarnng barking: source of Irritation. One exciting challenge. After a few 

Independent school In Stafford, before fT1CNlng to Evesham as Department and most recently at husband: Iong-suffenng, keen 'first night nerves' I am feeling 

spending 6 years as an Early Years Head of P.E. I enjoy participating DashMJod Primary School, before triathlete: source of great SLqJOrt. settled and can honestly say that 

practitioner before teaching Art In and watching most sports and COming to Sib ford School as an Ptblishing, TEFL. teaching, I look forward to COming In to 
and Special Needs across Key play both hockey and cncket and LSA. My greatest ambition is to state and independent work ... most days anywaylll 

Stages 1 and 2. Now I teach Year have been the lead coach for re-visit East Africa where I spent schools: source of career. The children are a great bunch of 

6 and have Just completed a Worcestershire U 12 Cricket team most of my childhood liVing In Four marathons, many events, characters, all charming In their 

Post-Graduate Certificate In for the last few years. Innga, although I am sure It will good running buddies: source of own way and getting to know 

Special Educational Needs. be very mJCh changed. achievement. New school: them has been a privi lege 

eXCiting: source of the future ... 



Gap Students 

Drew Adams 

Kiora guys (hello In Maori). I am from 

Auckland city in New Zealand, one of 

3 kids In my family and the youngest; 

I have a twin sister. I've had such an 

awesome time at Sibford - snow, 

wind, rain and sunshine, and I've met 

some awesome people. My favOUrite 

sports are rugby and tennis. 

When I retum home I'm gOing to 

study Hospitality In Queenstown. 

I am going to be pretty busy. 

'Mo' 

HI, my name is Mareike, but everyone 

is calling me (princess) MO, because 

basically no one can say my name 

properly. I'm from the beautiful part of 

Germany where we don't like wearing 

leather pantsl Here at Sibford School 

I am working In the Junior School. I am 

really enJOYing my time here, it IS fun 

to work With the children and have the 

opportunity to travel around Europe 

with the other gap students In 

the holidays. 

Chlo� Ferguson, Head Girl, and Elena Swift (the 

youngest pupil in school) cuttinq the ribbon. 

Samara Bemal 

I'm from Mexico and was bom In 

Mazatlan, but I live in MeXICO City. 

When I arrived at Sibford it was a little 

strange because It'S really small 

compared to MeXICO City, b..ct it IS good 

to have a change in your life. 

I am WOrking in different areas; textiles, 

Spanish, making displays and sometimes 

in the lJnior School; they are Io,lely 

This year I leamed a lot, it was an 

excellent experience. I'm tctlng with 

me wonderful memories. 

Sixth Form Centre opened 

Toby Webster 

I am thrilled that Toby is to stay on at 

Sibford for a while and is now our 

longest serving Gap studentl What can 

I say about Toby7 Any thriving 

department requires a good team, and 

Toby is very much part of our 'A team'. 

From his efficiency in organising the 

peripatetic timetable, to his help with 

preparation for coursework concerts, 

gigs and events and musically from 

vocal piano duets, to a leading role in 

the cello section of the Orchestra -

he is irreplaceable. I would put him 

In a very rare category - gifted and 

effiCient, a great combil 

• Matt Platt - Director of Music 

After the new Sixth Form Centre 

opened in September 2008, life in the 

Sixth Form has seen many improve

ments with a great new environment In 

which to learn, work Independently and 

socialise with our friends. 

We also have the benefit of a new careers 

room where we can access valuable 

information concerning Gap Years, Universities 

and UCAS. Having the new centre also gives 

Sixth Form students a learning space separate 

from the main school which enables us to feel 

more independent. We also have access to 

facilities throughout the whole school day and 

so we can work productively and efficiently. 

Although Sixth Form can be stressful and 

pressurised, the new centre creates a relaxed 

environment; the common room and kitchen 

facilities make Sixth Form life much easierl 

• Alex Jardine - Year 1 2  



House News 
The House system is  now In its th i rd year and a long with the usua l major sport ing 

competit ion and the popular House Quiz we enjoyed new chal lenges for the pup i l s  in  

a successfu l and h igh qua l i ty photography competition and a keenly compet it ive 

swimming gala .  

These new events wil l now be part of 

the annual programme and we hope to 

introduce some more competitions in a 

wider range of activities. 

We were graced with a warm sunny 

day for our very enjoyable and successful 

House Sports Day; the highlight of the 

Summer Term. The result of House Sports 

Day was decided by the last two relay 

races at the end of some 68 events I 

Whilst results were being finalised 
spectators were entertained by the 
staff competing in an Inter-House staff 
relay (won by Fry staff) and the pupils 
pulling their hardest in the 'Sibford Tug' 
(won by Fry). The winners of the 2009 
Sports Day were Gillett House. 

• Dan Pigott -
Head of Houses & Head of PE 



Let It Snow, 
Let It Snow, 

Let It Snow! 
A stranger came to ca l l  in February 2009 and brought 

a bundle of snow that had not been experienced, 

even in the Cotswolds, for many years . 

Our frosty stranger could not quite grip our 

school community in a total freeze out, and 

we prepared to disengage ourselves from 

her powerful embrace. Our committed 

associate staff, the serious secret weapon, 

formed the front line of ready assistance. 

Whilst pupils snuggled safely into their 

duvets, our catering staff had already arrived 

and were getting on with the task of preparing 

boarders' breakfast. What was to become our 

'Snow Event' routine was quickly established: 

Michael Goodwin directed the operation with 

early morning updates on closure and meeting 

with on-site staff to plan out the day. 

Our good natured grounds and 

maintenance team were not flustered by the 

flurries, and rose to the never ending challenge 

of keeping pathways cleared, salted, and 

cleared againl 

The village became our playground. A 

gigantic snowball was nudged down the high 

street by a group of pupils; newly sculpted, 

frozen figures adorned the playing fields. 

Oddie's field played host to a winter Olympics 

of sledging, sliding and screaming. Many local 

pupils had never experienced such a feast of 

the white stuff - overseas students and Gap 

students could not fathom the deep delights of 

several inches of perfect snow. 

Those who quite literally ploughed their 

way through the week have fond memories of 

a community working together with laughter, 

as well as numb fingers and toes. Day pupils, 

some who live in outlying villages, could 

scarcely believe the mountains of snow around 

the campus when they returned. Our 'Snow 

Event' was a poignant reminder of how 

interdependent we are as a school community 

on the support of every member of staff to 

keep us all ticking along. 

• Maggie Guy - Deputy Head 



Partnership Development 
Mbarara Preparatory School and Sibford School 
Now In the th i rd year of our partnersh ip Mbarara Preparatory School ,  Uganda, 

and Sibford are goi ng strong. 

We have continued to develop the original 

focus of our project on sustainabi l ity 

through comparisons of growing seasons 

and vegetables in gardens in both 

schools that have now doubled in size since 

the project commenced. Comparisons of 

weather conditions and use of Stevenson 

Screens in our schools have revealed 

weather conditions that are occasionally 

simi lar, but also wildly different, as during 

our February snow event. 

The focus of recent work has now shifted 
more towards aspects of global citizenship. 

Pen-pals have continued to communicate, 

some for four years. However, through the use 

of technology we are able to share DVDs of 

pupils in action. Pupils at Sibford viewed a 

debate on equality between boys and girls 
conducted at Mbarara Prep School by 

Nicholas Okech. This was repeated during their 

recent visit to Sibford with Nicholas and Maggie 

Guy working with a group of Year 7 pupils, 

which will be viewed by students in Mbarara. 

Curricular developments in reading have 

long been an interest of forward looking Head, 

Winnie Mpaabwa. She spent a profitable 

session with a specialist teacher looking at 

Sibford's 'Reading Works' programme, taking 

away teacher training materials to use In her 
school to enhance the quality of learning 

through the sharing of good practice. 

One of the most eagerly anticipated 

activities by Sibford pupils was learning some 

traditional craft skills. By popular demand, 

Winnle taught pupils how to make pictures 
using banana leaves and pupils made unusual 

father'S day cards. Nicholas taught pupils how 

to make rope and was pleased to see how 

quickly they picked up these skills. Following a 

music lesson, Nicholas demonstrated some 

traditional drumming and put a group of boys 
through their paces teaching them traditional 

male dancing. However, the pupils were also 

able to engage Winnie and Nicholas in English 

traditional dance teaching them how to 

Maypole dance without muddling their ribbons! 

Nicholas, keen to develop drama at Mbarara 

observed several lessons. Pupils shared 

their favourite 'warm-up' games and showed 
reflective practice when offering constructive 

feedback on filming of recent classroom 

performances. 

The bond between our schools is 
enhanced by the fact that Sibford is a school 

for pupils from 4- 1 8  years. Our Sixth Form 
Uganda Challenge Team 20 1 0  is currently 

working hard to self fund a visit to Uganda in 

July 201 0  and this will add a new dimension to 
our partnership. Having met with Winnie and 

Nicholas the pupils will spend the year 

preparing to share work as diverse as 
sustainability, music and drama, netball 

coaching, scenes from Shakespeare and 

conflict resolution. 

The key to our success as a partnership is 

that we have become more than just two 
schools in two different countries sharing 

cultures and curriculum; we are actively one 

community, one family sharing our lives and 

learning. 

• Maggie Guy - Deputy Head 



Doing Our Bit For Charity 
It has been another tremendous year of fund ra is ing from Sibford's staff and students 

for loca l ,  national and international charit ies.  

Mwtr 'Vutr>r'na cokes and biscUits 

w rr or sale at Sibford, and could 

consumed guilt free as 

,t was all for charity. 

10 I � 5 Cbford,ia,vv 

The autumn term saw us supporting the 
'Jeans for Genes' appeal, fol lowed later in 

the year by 'Children in Need' and 
'Red Nose Day'. 

Along the way Mike Spring's tutor group 
handed over a wonderful £61 5.00 to local 
charity BYHP (Banbury Young Homeless Project) 
raised by their 'sleep out'. 

Years 7, 8 and 9 tutor groups raised funds 
through cake sales and other activities for a 
number of other charities - a big thank you to 
all of them. 

We have also been able to support the 
'Let's Play Project', 'Katharine House Hospice' 
and 'Dogs for the Disabled' in Banbury. 

The Christmas concert collection was this 
year donated to the 'Nchima Trust' charity, who 
work in Malawi supporting education projects 
for young people. 

The 'Pick and Mix' concerts at school have 
also raised valuable funds for this small charity 
- a big thank you to the music department 
and all the students involved in those amazing 
concerts. 

Albert Lee's concert in May raised a 
fantastic further £400 for the trust. 

• Andrew Foakes - Charity Coordinator 

Below Emma put on a brave face when she was well 

and truly ',ponged' by pupils who understandably 

enjoyed the experience more than she did 



A Charity Visit to Malawi 

Following a year of fund-raising at school, 

we were thrilled to be able to del iver 

Sibford's gift d i rect to the charity's 

organiser on the ground in Malawi. 

The school's chosen charity was The 

Nchima Trust - a small organisation run entirely 

by volunteers and funded by contributions. 

Through the hard work of so many £ 1500 was 

raised, which exceeded the annual running 

costs of Nchima. 

Soon after our arrival we met the charity's 

organiser, Jeanette Heikens, a Dutch woman 

whose husband works in the main hospital 

where a high proportion of the children are 

born HIV positive. Jeanette took us to a school 

where she had recently set up a scheme to 

provide the girls with a simple meal of maize 

porridge and beans at midday to encourage 

them to stay at school for the afternoon 

session. Girls at secondary school level have a 

pretty raw deal in Malawi - they are not 

expected to achieve academically, but are 

usually forced to rernain in the village to care 

for the family, which may have already lost one 

or rnore of its adults to AIDS. Many of these 
girls are carrying a child on their backs by the 

age of five, and are expected to be taken as a 
wife and pregnant by fourteen. Since the start 
of this scheme, the girls' afternoon attendance 
has grown steadily and their performance in 
exams has started to rise. Sibford's donation 
will help to run this meal programme for at 
least another year, and to fund the building of 

a roof for the dilapidated kitchen. 

The second project we are helping to fund 
is the establishment of a market garden, which 
will provide employrnent for a number of 
workers as well as supplying fresh vegetables to 
a local hospital. The proceeds from this, and a 
paper-making and craft workshop, will be 

ploughed back into the maintenance and 
improvement of the garden in the coming 
year. 

It was a privilege to meet such dedicated 

people and to see how much of a difference 

Sibford's gift could make to the lives of so 
many. 

• Mike and Penny Spring 

Two Heads of English meet Penny with the Head 

of English from Ntambanyana School 



School Visits 
Every year a l l  pupi ls have the opportunity to qo or d variety or edu( Jtiona l visits to extend 

thei r  learnlnq experience; here are just a few . . . 

An Annual Pilgrimage 

Foxtrot is the name of our annual 
pilgrimage to re-trace the footsteps of 

George Fox and Margaret Fel l, the founders 
of Quakerism. Sixth form and staff from 

the southern Quaker Schools visit Meeting 

Houses and sites where George Fox 

preached. 

Over hill, beyond yonder, past horizon, through 
ice-cold mountain lake (the technical name of 
which I cannot remember. . .  ), certainly a lot of 
walking up hill; downhill segments were 
normally executed with what shall be referred 
to as • gravity assisted rapid ambulation' 
henceforth. However the vistas and vales, 
sometimes motion-blurred, were not the only 
attraction of this trip; George Fox, not in 
person, and other historical gems were 
highlights of this expedition. All in all, a very 

exciting and interesting trip, a worthwhile 
expedition that I certainly will look to repeat. 

• Charles Wilkinson - Year 1 2  

'War Horse' 

On Thursday 2nd July, Year 1 0  pupils travelled to London to see the acclaimed play version of 

Michael Morpurgo's book, War Horse' in support of their GCSE studies. 

War Horse was astonishing because it 
combined brilliant visual effects with an 

amazing, sad story. 

The play tells the story of a boy's 
friendship with his horse and how both of 
them are separated by the war. The play opens 

with two men bidding ridiculous amounts of 
money for a horse because of their pride and 

rivalry as brothers. This sets the scene for the 
battle between England and Germany. Later, 

when the horse is taken home by the poorer 
brother, his son immediately becomes 

attached to the horse and begins to train it to 

plough. When war starts the father needs 

money so he secretly takes the horse and sells 
it to the army. On hearing this news, the son 

decides to lie about his age in order to join up 

and stay close to the horse. 

During the scenes that follow the audience 

is faced with horrific battlefield scenes, soldiers 

dying and the sound of gun fire, highlighting 
the ridiculous aspects of war. The young boy is 
ripped apart by the terror and brutality of war; 
he is blinded by shrapnel and longs to return 
home - his horse is also wounded. The play 
finishes peacefully when families are brought 
together at the end of war. The boy and the 
horse finally return home. 

A particularly impressive feature of the play 
was the horses - huge skeletal forms that 
dominated the stage in a terrifying and moving 
way. The stage itself was stark and empty 
except for a ripped screen strung high above 
the actors onto which were projected dates or 
sketches that reflected the scene. 

I loved the play as it was gripping and 
absorbing. At the end I felt glad that the 
characters were safe after the horrors of war, it 
was almost as if I had experienced it with them. 

• Tilly Goodwin - Year 1 0 

Jonathan Biget, Nikos Douglas-Wood and Charles Wilkinson reach the summit of Pendle Hill . 



Lessons from the Auschwitz Project 

The Lessons from Auschwitz Project is a 

government funded scheme for sixth

formers and their teachers, comprising two 
seminars and a visit to the extermination 
camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau. It aims to 

examine the universal lessons of the 
Holocaust and its relevance for today. Will 
Bushi l l  and I, with Jez Ross, our History 

teacher, took part in the project earlier 

this year. 

I studied the Holocaust for my A-level History 
coursework but the more facts and figures I 

read, the more remote it seemed. The Lessons 
from Auschwitz Project is based on the 

premise, 'hearing is not like seeing" and my 
motive in participating was to try to understand 

The barracks of Auschwllz 

the reality of the Holocaust. The mechanised, 

deliberate destruction of millions of people is a 

difficult subject to write about but I hope to 

convey my thoughts and feelings about this 

worthwhile project. 

The journey begins 

The journey began on a Sunday afternoon in 

Reading with a talk by Holocaust survivor, Joseph 

Perl. He described his idyllic rural upbringing in 

Czechoslovakia, when a horse and dog would 

take him to and from school! Then came the 

Nazis. CNernight, Joseph's playmates despised 

him simply for being Jewish and classes were 
segregated. Soon Joseph found himself in a 

cattle truck on his way to a camp. I was horrified 

how quickly and radically his life changed. 

Our Trip to Poland Auschwitz I 

I was struck by the bareness of the flat 

landscape and understood how the Nazis hid 

the Final Solution from the world. Suddenly, 

high barbed-wire fences loomed over us. We 

had arrived at Auschwitz. The site was vast and 

many buildings remained intact. We walked 

through the gate bearing the infamous words, 

'Arbeit Macht Frei" (Work Makes One Free). 

I was horrified by the SS punishment block 

where some cells were so small, it was 

impossible to sit down. We also visited the gas 

chamber and when I saw the scratch marks on 

the walls I was finally able to envisage what 

happened there. I stopped to take photographs 

and felt strangely gUilty as I did not want to 

behave like a tourist. 

Birkenau - Auschwitz 11 
After a short coach journey, we were staring 

down the railway tracks at Auschwitz 11, 
Birkenau. Conditions were even worse here, 

where 500 prisoners were crammed into stables 

originally designed for 50 cavalry horses. 

Shelf-like bunks remain intact. It began to snow 

and despite thick coats the icy winds made us 

shiver. I tried to imagine how cold the prisoners 

must have been in their tattered striped suits 

and ill fitting clogs. In the barracks, there was a 

picture taken in the 1940s and there was little 

difference to the scene before me. This is when 

the reality began to sink in. I could almost smell 

the filth and see the prisoners crammed into 

makeshift bunks, huddling together for warmth. 

Our visit ended with a candlelit service, led by 

a rabbi, to commemorate the victims. 

Conclusion 

At a third seminar we discussed our reactions 

and the relevance of the visit. My experience 

made me very aware of man's capacity for 

immeasurable cruelty. Sadly, the Holocaust was 

not an isolated incident in the past; other 

genocides, such as Kosovo and Rwanda have 

happened. It seems these atrocities are always 

surrounded by secrecy, making the Lessons 

from Auschwitz Project even more important 

to help counter the dangerous trend of 

Holocaust denial and ensure the memories and 

experiences do not perish with the victims. 

• Rhodri Buttrick - Year 1 3  
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A Modern Synagogue 

Year 9 visited a modern synagogue in Oxford in 
November. The first thing we saw was a 
modernized si lver looking church with high 
gates. We noticed that the doors were made 
of metal with Hebrew writing inscribed on 
them . The members of the Synagogue 
welcomed us and gave us an interesting talk 
about the history and ways that Jews survived 
through the terrible times, l ike the Nazi reign. 
They showed us a scrol l  which Jews refer to 
as 'The Ark', and showed us the simple, but 
beautiful scro l l .  

• Nicky Gaymer-Jones - Year 9 
We started our tour of the Synagogue in 
Oxford in the main prayer area where we had 
a talk on the bel iefs and teachings of the 
Jewish rel igion. We were shown holy books 
and we were guided around the rest of the 
Synagogue. The trip was great and we were 
privileged to see the Holocaust exhibition and 
hear how a Synagogue runs and works. 

• Daniel Mil lett - Year 9 Year 9 view the Torah Scroll at the synagogue in O><ford. 

Calm, Light and Peace at the Meeting House 

Year 7 went on a trip to the Meeting House 
in Sibford Gower. 

We had to fi l l  in a sheet about when it was 
built, where the oldest gravestone is and 
questions l ike that. Al l  the gravestones were the 
same shape and size. Then we went inside and 
saw benches in a circle around a wooden table. 
We sat in s i lence for 4 minutes. The room 
was calm, l ight and peacefu l .  Mike Finch gave 
us a talk about the history of the Meeting 
House and Sibford School .  Afterwards we went 
to Sibford's Parish Church for a talk by 
Zoe Connor and we compared the two places 
of worship. 

• Harry Clark - Year 7 

Year 7 went to visit Sibford Gower to visit the 
different p laces of worship in the area. 
We stopped at the Meeting House and looked 
around the plain gravestones and the names of 
people who had been cremated before we 
went inside. It was a wide airy room with big 
cream walls and large beams and long hanging 
l ights. I think I would l ike to go there again. 
I found it very relaxing and you real ly can have 
a spi ritual connection with God. If you are in a 
church you feel more under pressure about 
what you are worshipping, but in the Quaker 
Meeting House, I felt that I could say whatever 
I wanted and not worry about the next hymn 
so I felt happy and comfortable sitting in the 
Meeting House . 

• Katie Woods - Year 7 



ESOL dip their toes into British Naval History 

On 1 6th October al l  the overseas students boarded a bus and headed to Portsmouth's 

Historic Dock Yard. 

We had a very interesting day visiting the Mary 

Rose Museum and Ship Hall, the Royal Navy 

Museum and HMS Victory. We took part in a 

Maths workshop whilst on the Victory and 

answered questions on the nutritional value of 

the sailors diets' (did you know that over a 

quarter of their weekly calories came from 

beer?), navigation and battle statistics. We even 
took part in a competition to see who could 

load a cannon the fastest I It was a great day 

out and the organisers of the workshop were 

certainly very impressed with our Maths 
knowledgel 

• Sally Pickering - Head of ESOL 

Coast, Cliffs, Coaches and Being Creative 

We went to Pembrokesh i re In Wa les to study art and geography. We stud ied and made art 

by usinq beach materia l s  with R ichard Phethean .  



Sen ior Ski trip to Austria 

The first week of the Easter hol idays saw the 
launch of another excellent skiing trip to 
Niederau in Austria, a lthough a lost 
passport and a broken wrist meant there 
were a reduced 37 of us trying to sleep our 
way through 6 countries in 24 hours. 

On arrival at the resort we were greeted by the 
sight of beautiful snow laden slopes and the 
first of many delicious meals served up by our 
Dutch hosts. Unfortunately our first few days of 
skiing were beset by fog, but as some of the 
girls were besotted with their instructor, and 
the rest of us were loving the fresh snow and 
lack of crowds, some brilliant skiing was 
enjoyed by all. In the evenings we tried our 

hands at dancing, quizzes and swimming and 
even experimented with our first attempt at a 
blog (www.sibfordskitrip.blogspot.com). 

As the week progressed, the fog lifted and 
the sun shone, unveiling amazing views over 
the top of the clouds and exposing the 
beautiful mountaintops we had previously been 
denied. From then on we were treated to clear 
blue skies and sunburnt necks as we threw 
ourselves down the pistes with varying degrees 
of success. Some of us flew spectacularly over 
Jumps (even landing them occasionally), some 
elegantly glided down black runs; one sixth 
former decided the best way to stop was to 
flip head first into the snow each time. 

Unfortunately, as has become traditional, 

one of the students couldn't face the long 

coach ride home, and injured himself with just 

an hour of skiing left of the trip, thus earning a 

flight courtesy of the insurance company the 

following day. However, both he and the rest 

of the party had a smooth journey home and 

all were back at Sibford nine days after setting 

off, tired but exhilarated by a brilliant trip and 

with minds already starting to wander towards 

Rennweg and 201 01 

• Derek Bottomley 

Maths Teacher and Ski Trip Blogger 



My Other School ... 
Some S ibford ESOL pup i l s  share memories of thei r  prev ious schools .  

� My first school, the Sun Rise School i n  Nepal, 
was in the countryside near the mountains and 
my home. I remember the school fields were 
quite dusty but the mountains were green and 
there were beautiful sun rises in the morning. I 

was a full boarder when I was three years old until I was 
1 1  . I was the only young boarder, the others were 
teenagers, however, when I was six, two cousins came 
to the school so I fe lt more looked after. 

My day didn't start with a soapy, hot shower - we 
woke when it was dawn and walked down the h i l l  to the waterfa l l !  There we had 
a very cold shower and brushed our teeth, and then we fi l led the buckets and 
carried them back before a breakfast of eggs, bread and tea. 

School started with assembly outside on the playing field. We sang our school 
song and our national anthem. During the day we stayed in one class 
and the teachers came to us to teach us in Engl ish. In class 
we had to sit in l ines at our desks. The only break we had 
was lunch which was in a dining hal l .  We sat on a long 
bench at a long table, l ike Harry Potter I We ate rice 
with meat and vegetables and I preferred it to 
Sibford food. 

We finished lessons at 6 o'clock, ate tea and 
had two more hours of studies. Then we had 
supper and went to bed. I shared a room with 
my cousins and we s lept in bunk beds. 

My overal l  memories of my time at the 
school are unhappy. The teachers were very 
strict and we were often beaten with a stick 
(when I came to this country I was waiting for 
the beating l ) .  

To start with I missed home and cried a lot. 
However, I have some happy memories of flying kites 

in the fields with my cousins. S ibford is a kinder place. 

• Milan Rai - Year 9 

Hi I - I am Sandra Chang and I am 1 2  years old. 
I am going to tel l  you about my oid school in 
Taiwan called 'Washington B i l ingual Elementary 
School" .  I went there from the age of seven to 
ten. The school uniform is blue and beige. 

I don't want to show off, but my school actual ly looks 
very beautifu l .  Normal ly classes have about 20 to 30 pupi ls  
and one teacher. We stay in our classroom and the 
teacher comes to our classroom. The school starts at 8am 
until 4pm and boarders have prep. after school .  Normal ly 
pupils have a parent pick them up or they can go home by the school bus. 

The school food is  much nicer than herel We have Chinese food every day. 
We can choose which sports we want to do from a very long l ist eg golf, 
rollerskating, basketbal l ,  footbal l  and Tae Kwon Do. We have tests at the end 

of every term and big exams at the end of every half year. I l ike both English and 

Taiwanese schools and can't deCide which is best. However, it is easier to talk 

in Ta iwan. 

• Sandra Chang - Year 8 

In my o id  school, in 
Sochi, Russia, I used to 
have to wear b lack 
below the waist and 

white above. We didn't have to 
wear ties or blazers. There were 
1 200 pupi ls  in the school and 
each class had around 30 - 35 
pupi ls .  

Al l  pupi ls  in Russia have to 
study a l l  subjects in primary school .  Only at university can 
students choose which subjects to study. 

A good thing about S ibford School is that there are 
Meetings for Worship. It gives me time to think about what I 
have done and also what I wi l l  do in the future as often I can't 

find time for myself to sit quietly and think about my l ife. 

I think it was a rea l ly good idea to come here. 

• Eric Pipiya - Year 1 0  

At my 
!lh school in 

Iran I used 
to study 
e v e  r y 
subject. I 

couldn't change them or 
refuse to do them. In Iran the 

total marks in each subject is 
20 and if you can't get more than ten 

you have to do it again the next 
month and if you don't get more than ten again, you have to 
study that year again. However, here if you don't pass, you can 
study the next year for that subject but one level up, or drop 
the subject completely. 

In Iran we don't have to wear a uniform but hair has to be 
shorter than 4 or 5cms - if you don't keep your hair short 
enough and the teacher has told you two or three times, then 
they can cut your hair. Here you can design your hair how you 
want it to be. 

Maths is a higher level in I ran, I think, and we start going 
to school from December for nine months without any 
hol idays. School starts at 7.30am unti l  1 2.30pm and two or 
three days a week we finish school at 3.30pm. Each lesson in 
Iran is 1 hour 45 minutes long with 1 5  minutes for break. You 
can have extra lessons in Iran if you wish. In contrast, I don't 

think we can have extra lessons here after school .  

Most schools in Iran have just one room for study and one 
room for laboratory work. You don't change room, the 
teachers come to you . 

• Hooman Chahian Broujeni - Year 1 1  



Curriculum Enrichment 
CEW (Curr iculum Enrichment Week) 2009 took p lace from Tuesday 30th June to 

Thursday 2nd July. A wide range of experiences and cha l lenges was offered during CEW, 

the very hot fina le  to the academic year at the end of the summer term . 

Pupils and staff spent the week participating 
in a variety of activities not usually available 

during the normal school day. 

We regard this departure from normal lessons 
as an opportunity to increase the breadth and 
depth of the education, both indoor and 
outdoor, that we offer. It also provides an 
opportunity for staff and pupils to work 
together in less formal situations. Pupils were 
given the chance to reflect upon their 
experiences and achievements during the 
course of the week, culminating in the final 
Awards Meeting on the last day of term. 

Years 7, 8, 9, 1 0  and 1 2  fol lowed a specia l ly 
designed programme of events and workshops, 
with activities varying from the physical ly 
challenging and the cultural, to school-based 
activities, and day trips. Al l  pupi ls  had the 
opportunity to try new things, learn new ski l ls, 
visit new places and chal lenge themselves 
individually and in groups. 

Puzzling through. 

These pages show a l ittle of what was on 
offer which included a wide range of diverse 
activities as the l ist here wi l l  verify. Exploring 
natural history and science in the Oxford 
Botanical Gardens; studying architecture and 
wildl ife at Stowe Gardens; visiting Oxford's 
Crown Court and investigating a 'who done it?' 
crime scenario; designing and making texti le 
projects; visiting the Oxford col leges where 
Harry Potter was filmed and admiring the 
beauty of the bui ld ings; punting on the 
River Thames in scorching sunshine; snow
boarding in the snow dome at Mi lton Keynes; 
jam making; teambui lding at the Oxfordshire 
outdoor education centre; outdoor trai ls around 
Blenheim Palace; fund raising by the charity 
group for their visit to Uganda next year -
including a very well supported and wel l  run 
disco; a visit to Burford Wildl ife Park by our 

ESOL pupils; a visit to England's oldest working 
canal boatyard and forge, fol lowed by a trip on 
a Banbury canal boat; GAP year and Higher 
Education talks to Year 1 2; making pastries in a 
local French boulangerie; playing Petanque, 
Korf bal l and underwater acrobatics; GCSE 
English visit to London to watch Michael 
Morpurgo's award winning spectacular War 
Horse' production; challenging Maths puzzles 
workshop; and a visit from Zulu warriors with a 
dancing workshop . . . .  to name but a fewl 

• Simon Baker - Curriculum Enrichment 

Week Co-ordinator 

Engineering problems! 



Fantastic Zulu Dancing 

I thought the Zulu warrior dancers were 

very interesting to watch. 

It was very enriching to see the difference 
between our culture and theirs. It was also 
very interesting to see the simi larities of our 

culture and theirs e.g. they're footbal l  madl It 

was very refreshing to see everyone joining in 

with the activities, even the teachers, but 

most of a l l  when they took a l iking to Drew 

and he became Sibford's token Zulu. 

They decided to bring some of the pupils 
on the stage as well e.g. Eddy, Scarlett and 
Abby and a lot of the people got real ly into it, 
l ike Scarlett when she fel l  off the stage. 

• Andrew George - Year 8 

I n  add it ion to Curricu l um Enrichment Week, we a lso he ld Enrichment Sess ions throughout 

the school year for our more able pupi l s; a few of these are featured here . 

Sibford's Cafe 
Scientifique 

A Wednesday evening in April saw 46 staff 

and pupils, including guests from Bloxham 

School, gather in the Ol iver Studio for our 

first "Cafe Scientifique" talk. 

The talk was led by Dr Glenn Patrick from the 

Rutherford Appleton Laboratory at Didcot. He 
talked about the Large Hadron Col l ider (the 

world's largest and highest energy particle 

accelerator) although he ranged from the very 
small; subatomic particles to the very large; the 

universe. He described various sub-atomic 

particles and outl ined what scientists hoped to 
discover later this year in their experiments at 
Cern (European Organization for Nuclear 

Research). 

The talk was fascinating and afterwards 
students had the opportunity to ask questions 

and then continued the discussion informally 
with Dr Patrick. The whole evening was very 

relaxed with refreshments ava i lable throughout. 

• John Charlesworth - Head of Science Inset" Staff and pupils gather in the Oliver Studio to discuss the Large Hadron Collider (depicted here) .  



The Kite Runner 

The enrichment session on the bestselling 

novel, 'The Kite Runner', took place on 6th 

November. 

The discussion on the book was led by the 
actor, director and writer, Nasser Memarzia, 
who played the orphanage director in the fi lm. 
We discussed the themes and issues presented 
in the novel and this was accompanied by a 
viewing of the movie, which we were then 
invited to discuss with Nasser. 

The book and fi lm are extremely powerful 
and this session gave us a l l  a remarkable insight 
into both the novel and the fi lm-making 
process. One thing we all agreed on was that it 
changed our perspective on Afghanistan and 
made us question our prejudices, which have 
inevitably been formed because of press in 
recent years. We would certainly recommend 
that everyone should read this book. 

The chance to talk to an actor from the 
fi lm who, although originally from Iran, knew a 
lot about many of the issues featured in the 
book, was a bri l l iant opportunity . 

• Charles Wilkinson, Patrick Campbell 
and Imogen Gartside - Year 1 2  

Year 9 at the Anne Frank exhibition in Oxford 

Anne Frank's Diary 

In January, l ibrary lessons focused on diaries 

as a genre, beginning with a study of Anne 

Frank's Diary. By sheer fluke, the BBC's 

excellent adaptation of Anne Frank's Diary 

was screened at the same time. 

Fortuitously, a travel l ing exhibition on Anne 
Frank happened to be visiting Oxford in January 
and our Year 9 pupils were able to fol low up 
their l ibrary lesson on Anne Frank and their 
study of the Holocaust in both their History and 

R.S.  lessons with a morning visit to this 
exhibition. 

The theme of the Holocaust Memorial Day 
Trust's commemoration of the l iberation of 

Oavid Wells and He/en Thain with Nasser Memarzia, actor, director and writer. 

Auschwitz-Bi rkenau on 27th January 1 945 
was 'Stand Up To Hatred in 2009'. Senior pupils 
were invited to attend an enrichment evening 

on Wlayslaw Szpilman's 'The Pian ist' during 

which his Holocaust testimony was discussed, 

fo l lowed by a screening of Roman Polanski's 
fi lm .  Junior pup i l s  were invited to an 

enrichment evening on John Boyne's novel 'The 
Boy In The Striped Pyjamas' which was a 

fol low-up session to the one held the previous 
year in which the book was much discussed. 

Pupils were given the opportunity to watch the 

f i lm of the book and a discussion fol lowed. 

• Pat Davies - Librarian 

The Pianist 

On 1 8th March a group of pupils from 

Years 1 0  to 1 3  met in the library to 
discuss their reading of 'The Pianist', the 

powerful and moving book by 
Wladyslaw Szpilman, a talented young 

Jewish pianist, who survived his time in 
the Warsaw ghetto in World War 1 1 .  

Originally published in 1 946, the book 
tells the story of the deportation and death 
of Szpliman's entire fami ly with astonishing 
clarity and detachment. 

He takes the reader through the 
changing moods among the doomed 
population, with shocking reports of 
atrocities and a clear sense of how chance 
encounters dictated the outcome of so 
many l ives. He also writes movingly about 
the power of music, which provided 
Szpilman with the determination to go on 
and which l itera l ly saved him several times. 

The book also contains extracts from 

the diary of the German officer, Wilm 
Hosenfeld, who saved Szpilman's l ife. 

Pupils were moved by their reading and 

took time to reflect on the book, 
discussing senSitively and with 
consideration the difficult issues which 
arose. 

We then watched Roman Polanski's 
award-winning fi lm of Szpliman's book. It 
is gruel l ing to watch and pupi ls  were clearly 
moved. 

• Penny Spring - Head of English 



Junior School Ski Trip - Ita ly 

On Friday 1 3th February, pupils from 

Year 4 - 9 travelled by coach to snowy 

Italy. We were looking forward to 

plenty of snow and pasta. The journey 

lasted 28 hours, but we soon settled 

down to a routine of talking, eating 

sweets and watching the countryside 

change through France, Germany, 

Luxemburg, Austria and Belgium. 

It was very snowy when we reached 

Hotel Syanara. After seeing our rooms 

we tried on our ski boots: it's really 

important that they fitted as we 

would be using them every day. We 

then had showers, and trust me, we 

all needed one! 

The first day we walked to the slopes, 

about 1 5  minutes, with our ski boots 

on and skis over our shoulders. 

I never knew how heavy they were; 

walking up an icy hill with heavy skis 

is hard work. Thankfully the following 

days we caught a little blue and 

yellow bus. 

We were put into two groups; 

beginners and intermediates. We 

skied for 2 hours, and then went back 

to the Hotel for lunch, then skied for 

another 2 hours. The beginners were 

skiing on some red slopes by the 

second day, which was great; we 

learnt by doing, not by watching. 

In the evenings we went ice skating, 

looked around the town, went for a 

pizza, played card games in the bar 
area and watched television in our 

rooms - Italian Big Brother is quite 

hard to follow. 

The week was great fun and a good 

way to get to know people from the 

Junior and Senior School. 

• Elizabeth Bradbury - Year 8 



Reception, Years 1 & 2 

Reception and Years 1 and 2 all had a 

fantastic day at Hatton Farm Vil lage! 

We had a great time feeding the animals 

and seeing some very interesting mini 

beasts including a mill ipede and a giant 

snail. Since being back at school, 
Reception have been on a mini beast 

hunt of their own and found lots of 

interesting things! 



Years 3 & 4 Out and About 

This year amongst other things, Years 3 and 4 were out and about 

visiting many interesting places including Chedworth Roman Villa, 

Pizza Express, Banbury Museum, Broughton Castle, Twycross Zoo, 

Leicester's Space Centre and Charlecote Park. 
Below pupils reflect on their favourite memories from these visits. 

'(ear \f ... I loved looking at all of the yummy sweets in the sweet shop. - Freddie H • I really liked 

the space centre because It actually felt like I was in space� - .Julia • I found the name stamping in 

Victorian really interesting and fun. - Isaac • I loved playing on th 
der • I liked the Victorian vil lage and eating the lovely 

fresh bread. - Oliver • I liked the stiCky lollies from the sweet shop. - Freddie • I really liked the lemon 
kali because it turned my finger yellow� - Tom • I really liked the big Sea Lions at Twycross zoo 

because they looked really different to normal lions� - OIiver H • I really liked the space 
• '(ear 3 . .. I 

liked the tree that was made out of bike parts because it looked really unusual. - Henry • I liked the 

monkeys at the Zoo because they were doing funny tricks and being cheeky. - Sam B • I really liked 
doing the quiz at the space centre, because it told us some trick questions. - Alfie • I also liked the 
space centre because we saw this massive white and black rocket� - Colby 









A Level and AS results day this year saw grey skies and rain, but there 
were sunny smiles and shouts of joy inside as students opened their 
results envelopes. 

Highest achiever was Emily Gerrard, with threE' A grades in Chemistry, 
PhysICS and Maths. She worked so hard and thoroughly deserves her place 

at Bmtol University where she will read Physics. We wish her every success 
there. 

The spread of t:xcellent grades shows that the sc.hool can achieve the best 
of grades In al l  department areas it is no 10ngC'r right to "pigeon hole" 

51bford d� a school with (>xcellent resulh In only Art Music, Drama, Media and 

TextilE'S, although th"re were A grades here too (Eve Hazlett an A In Texti les; 

l ianna Pim an A in Media, Esther Monaghan an A In Music, 

Emily shone in Maths and the SClenc.es; Bobby T,mn .J1�0 had A grades in  
both Biology and Chemistry. Arm.md Boizot showed the strength of  Modern 

languJges with A grades in French and Spanish. Jonathan Prestldge had A 

grades In History and English aoci Ben Davies deserved his A grade In PI::. 

32 students passed every one of their A levels with 42�'. of al l  grades 

being at A or B. Our dysltxlC pupils fared partic.ularly well with Rhodri 
Buttrick gaining B grades In History and English .md ,m A in Philosophy 

Ethics . "  rather wordy subjects for a dyslexic young man, highly skilled now 

in the use of vOice rec.ognitlon software. Wil l  Bushi l l  gained two Bs and an 
A in English, Busln>,'ss Studies and History. Congratulations to them al l !  

The strength of Slbford Sixth ccm clearly be seen In Its breadth of subject 

eXlt�lIence; excel lence that extends into our vocational areas too, With Jessica 

Sealy and Jonathan Biget gaining distinctions in the BTec CountrySide and 
EnvlI"onment course no wonder the Sixth form continues to grow. We 

xpect to have OVl:r 40 A2 candidates next yedr, and If their AS results are 

anything to go by, we can be confident of strong resuits again. Next year's 

Head Boy ,lOd Head Girl. Tom ROgN and Alexandra Jardlne have already got 
their flr>t A grade at A level, Cl year ahead of their peers Tom obtained an A 

In Mathem<tics and Alex had an A In Business Studie.s. Both of them added 

threr' A glades at AS II've I to set the pattern for next year Harriet F etcher 
had 4 A grades In Music, Blo!ogy Chemistry and Maths and Imogen Gartside 

had As in DrJmJ. Engll,h and History 

Michael Goodwin 

. ,. ,. 



Sixth Form Moving On ... 

A year of inspiring success 

On 20th August - A Level results day - we asked some of our students, who were collecting their envelopes, questions about their time 
at Sibford and their plans for the future. Below are a few of our leavers with their answers. 

Robert (Bobby) Tann 

Results: Biology grade A, 
History grade B, Chemistry grade B 

Destination: Sheffield University to read B iology 

Comments: "I was real ly nervous about collecting 
my results, it was such a relief to receive them; 

Lucie Bernard 

Results: Media grade C, 
Performance Studies grade 0, Music grade E 

Destination: Work placement 

Comments: "Sibford rea l ly helped me, a l l  my 
teachers were bri l l iant." 

I had no reason to be scared, I am very pleased with my grades. 
My dad is ecstatic about my results. 

Advice to new A Level students: "Work hard, it pays off in the end. 
Do coursework before the deadline; you can always add to it." 

The tutoring at Sibford was excel lent: I don't think I would have got 
the grades without being here. I have made some good friends and 
had a lot of fun, when I wasn't studying." 

Pic ured Lel( lE shUvVl1 011 (lghl, vVl[h RO\/f Be\[ 

Advice to new A Level students: "Always aim high." 

Results: History grade A, Phi losophy & Ethics 
grade B, Applied Business grade B 

Destination: Southampton University 

Tom Roger and Alex Jardine 

(Tom & Alex took an A Level a year early) 

Results: Tom: Maths grade A 
Alex: Business Studies grade A 

Comments: Tom: " If we had not attended Sibford 
we would not have had this opportunity for sure." 

to read History and Phi losophy 

Comments: "Sibford rea l ly helped me get over my 
difficulty with dyslexia and genera l ly helped me cope. There was no 
easy part of the course, it was a l l  pretty intense, but I am rea l ly 
pleased with my results" 

Alex: "Sib ford was the best place to take an A Level early as they 
supported us outside normal lesson time, and were a lways wi l l ing to 
meet up at lunchtimes and after school to help us and make sure we 
were up to speed with the course ." 

Advice to new A Level students: "Try hard, keep on working, 
and don't get disheartened, you can do it l"  

Emily Gerrard 

Jonathan Prestidge 

Results: History grade A, 
English Literature grade A, Biology grade B 

Destination: Warwick University to read History 

Comments: "The teachers at S ibford are excellent. 
Anna Jo Righton taught me History and it was 

Results: Physics, Chemistry & Maths - 3 A grades 

Destination: Bristol University to read Physics 

Comments: "Small classes at S ibford mean you 
are always able to talk to teachers; they are always 

there to help when you need support and advice." 

because of her that I have been inspired to take the subject 
to degree leveL" 

Advice to new A Level students: "It may seem l ike hard work but it 
is worth it, it definitely pays off." 

Qua l ities that wil l  last a l ifetime 

Advice to new A Level students: "Do work, do revision: i t  might 
sound l ike a c l iche but it is true." 

As Sibford's Sixth Form leavers 2009 step out in to an uncertain and 

unpredictable world they will find that they are well-equipped to face the 

chal lenges ahead if they take with them the qual ities that they have 

displayed so frequently during their time at Sibford: determination, 

courage, good humour, tolerance and acceptance of others. 

Their abi l ity to work together in a spirit of friendship and understanding wi l l  

serve them wel l  wherever they go and whatever they do. 

There have been some remarkable achievements and results this year, 

academic, personal and creative. Future paths take some to university, others to 

college, some on travels, others to jobs. May they walk cheerful ly, l ive 

adventurously and remember their time at Sibford with pride and affection. We 

wish them wel l l  

• Mary Memarzia - Head of Sixth Form 



The Sixth Form Leavers' Ball 

The Leavers' Ba l l  was held on the 1 0th May at 
the Ettington Chase Hotel, Just outside 
Stratford upon Avon. The evening was a great 

success; we had a del icious three course meal 

fol lowed by after dinne·r speeches and 'funny' 
awards and then a disco. It was a lovely evening 

A Year in the l ife of Head Boy 

My role as Head Boy changed my 

experience of school in my final year and I 

am sure it would have been a very different 

year had I not applied for the position. As I 
am now leaving Sibford, I thought it would 

be interesting to reflect on the past year. 

The first chal lenge for any member of the 
Sixth Form Management Team is the 
application process. It is impossible not to put 

pressure on yourself once you set your sights 
on the role you want. You write a letter of 

appl ication, scrutinising every word, and then 
wait nervously to be called for interview. 

Personal ly, I can't remember anything that 

happened in my interview - but it would seem 
that I did quite wel l .  So, eventually the moment 

arrives, you receive the letter that wi l l  reveal 
your success or lack of it! For me this was a 
very happy and memorable  moment. 

Suddenly new responsibil ities are thrust 

upon you, and after a brief handover period 
working with the previous Head Boy, it is down 

to you as one of the two senior members of 
the newly formed Management Team to run 

things as smoothly as possible. 

Some things, which in the previous year 

you would have taken for granted, now seem 
actually quite tricky to implement from the 
driving seat. For example, drawing up rotas of 

school duties for lunch and break times, and 
convincing your friends in the Sixth Form that it 
would be a real ly good idea for them to give 

up their free time and help with these duties. 

As the year progresses each term brings 
with it bigger chal lenges of larger scale 
organisation. Head Boy and Head Girl are 
responsible for organising events for the other 
pupils, such as the Ha l loween Disco and the 
Christmas Bal l .  As a younger pupil I used to 
enjoy these events with l ittle thought to the 
amount of work that went towards making 
them poss ib le .  The whole Sixth Form 
Management Team works so hard every year to 
put these events on and it is rewarding to 

real ise that everyone in the school has a good 
time, that is what makes it all worthwhi le. 

So, overal l  I had a good year as Head Boy, 
the role can be overwhelming at times as there 
is pressure to lead others and always set a good 
example. The key, I bel ieve, is to understand 
that you are the head of a team and that team 
is ful l  of vibrant and competent individuals and 
success comes from working together with 

them. I would l ike to thank a l l  of the members 
of my year's Management Team for being so 
helpful and professiona l .  

• Jonathan Prestidge -

Head Boy 2008/2009 

- we were able to get a group shot in the 

gardens just outside the hote l .  

• Chloe Ferguson, Head Girl - Year 1 3  



Science Report 

Forensic Science Under Time Pressure 

On 1 8th March 2009, El len Gibson, 

Harrison Donley, Flossie Boyd and I went to 

the Salters' Festival of Chemistry at Warwick 

University, where we had a go at different 

scientific activities and watched some 

demonstrations. 

First we had a forensic science chal lenge, 
trying to work out who were the prime 
suspects in a crime; we were only given a 
certain amount of time to do it in .  After some 
difficulties with a Bunsen burner, we got into 
our stride and had a real go at it. After this we 
stopped for lunch. In the afternoon we had a 
second chal lenge; we had two chemicals and 
we had to mix them together in the right ratio 

Carbon 
Footprints 

to make the chemical reaction happen after 

exactly one minute. We got it down to 59 

seconds in practice, but only 56 in the real 

thing. Once we had completed the chal lenges, 

we watched some demonstrat ions of 

experiments using dry ice and blowing up 

bal loons using different gases. After that was 

the prize giving. We did not win but we had a 

rea l ly great timel It was a real ly good day out 

and I think we a l l  learnt a lot, not Just about 

science, but how to work better as a team and 

we real ized that it is not a l l  about winning, but 

that taking part counts too. 

• Scarlett Embury - Year 8 

John Charlesworth took us to Warwick 
University where we participated in the 
Salters Science Challenge. 

There, some top chemists gave us an 
introductory talk. In the morning we were given 
a forensic task; we had to identify the metal in 
each sample found on the suspect's c lothing. 
After a break for lunch we went back to the lab 
and were given a more chal lenging experiment 
to deal with. We had to get a chemical solution 
to stop reacting after exactly one minute; the 
closest anyone got was 59.7 seconds. It was a 
fun but exhausting day and a rea l ly good 
experience. 

• Flossie Boyd - Year 8 

Bobby Tann represents 
the UK in Paris 

Bobby Tann, Year 1 3, wi l l  be representing the UK in 

the European Union Contest for Young Scientists, a 

celebration of the very best of youth science from 

Europe and supporting countries, which wil l take 

place in September 2009 in Paris. 

On 9th June a team 

from BP came to 

school to talk to Year 8 

pupils about the idea 

of carbon footprints 

and what individuals 

can do to ensure that 

less carbon dioxide is 

released into the 

atmosphere. 

The session included 

Elizabeth Bradbury 

holding the BP Carbon 

Challenge Award certificate. 

Bobby was selected to compete in the EU event 
after taking part in the British Science Association's Big 
Bang Fair in London. More than 200 students aged 
between 1 1  and 1 9  took part with three being chosen Bobby Tann. 

to represent the UK in Europe. 

In November 2008 Bobby was presented with the prestigious Gold BA Crest Award; 
a nationa l ly recognised honour which encourages students to develop their scientific 
curiosity. He received the award after spending six weeks working with Penny Fletcher at 
the Rothampstead Research Institute in Harpenden where he studied the effects of 
isolation on the pol l ination of a wild plant in cereal fields. 

an interactive quiz, 
presentations about the effects of global warming and 

engaged the pupi ls  in making their own presentations 

about different aspects of the problems. The team 

cha l lenged everybody to think about their own 

l ifestyles and what possible changes they could make 

to improve their carbon footprint. 

• Cath Harding - Science Department 

Bobby commented 'Being given the opportunity to spend s ix weeks at 
Rothampstead was a fantastic experience. I loved every minute of it and hope to 
continue in scientific research after I leave Sibford" 

• AIi Bromhall - Community Development Officer 



Geography: Fie ldwork 
I t  was a very Y)Usy c.tdrt t ) tnc- d( clG(' lie  Yl'd n ch� CLv,qrdPhy l )cH� "I  \,. t cl'> wc nee nee... 

to takr advdr1tJq� c/ J1t' i 'E.' Hr" , j  r Wt'Jt r L t,)rfl wintpr e clrr ( ! 

Bemused cries of "sun cream sir?" were 

indeed optimistic on the mountains in the 
Lake District with the Sixth Form 

geographers and the Year 9 pupils on the 

combined Art/Geography trip to Wales. 

Year 10 got suitably wet whi lst undertaking 
river profi le  measurements at Broughton 
Castle's Sor Brook. "It's only knee deep" I 
reassuringly called frorn the bank. Year 1 3, wise 
in their years, took the drier approach attending 
a conference at the Royal Geographical Society 
in London. 

lilt's Only Knee Deep" 

March saw the GCSE geographers flying to 
Barce lona ( in the middle of a severe drought 
and water rationing). In Pembrokeshire, Year 9 
studied coastal land formations, beach profi le 
movements, impacts of tourism evaluation, and 
stunning geological features mi l l ions of years 
old; they were explored, sketched and some 
cl irnbed onl The YHA centre provided hearty 
food and the trip was rounded off with a visit 
to St David's, Britain's smallest city, home to 
just 2000 inhabitants. 

The Lake District residential trip was 

intense and great fun despite going over the 

half term and with heavy rain up on Coniston 

Fells; good humour and great geography were 

the order of the week. Students aimed to learn 

the many fieldwork techniques needed for the 

new A' level specification; accommodation was 

in a beautiful old stately horne. We carried out 

studies of sand dune succession; glacia l  

features; coastal erosion; salt marsh habitats; 

river profi les to name but a few. 

• Simon Baker - Head of Geography 

Year 1 0  took advantage of a generous offer from Lord 

and Lady Saye and Sele to carry out river studies within 

the grounds of the magnificent Broughton Castle. 

Measurernents of the wetted perimeter, velocity flow of 
the water and sediment size were al l  analysed as part of the 
GCSE river studies. Some, however, got a l ittle enthusiastic 
on that hot day and went a bit out of their depth . . .  1 
• Simon Baker - Head of Geography 

Left: Tom More/ 

emptying his boot. 

Centre: Amy Phillips 

Right Year 1 0  
collecting river dota. 

Left to right: Jock, Will, Connor and Elliot in 8anbury. 

Year 8 - 8anbury 

On May 22nd Year 8 visited Banbury High Street to do a questionnaire 

about shopping. We had to ask up to 4 people questions. 

Here are the questions I asked. 

Ql . How often do you go to town? 

Q2. What's your favourite store? 

Q3. Wi l l  you still go to Marks & Spencer once they 

charge Sp per carry bag? 

Q4. Do you travel to the high street by Car/Bike/BusfTaxiIWal k? 

QS. Which do you prefer Tesco or Sainsbury's? 

I found out that 3 out of the 4 people wi l l  sti l l  go to Marks & Spencer once 
they charge 5p per carry bag, also, that 3 out of the 4 people go to Tesco rather 
than Sainsbury's and that they a l l  came to Banbury by car. 

We also had to keep track of all the stores and write the names of them on 

our map as we walked past. After visiting the town centre we went on the 
school coach to the retai l  park to find the last remaining names of the stores 
on our maps . 

• Jordan Spencer - Year 8 



Year 1 0  - Barcelona 

Day 1 - arrived at Girona ai rport, transferred to Hotel Victoria in Calafe l l ,  settled into our rooms. 

Day 2 - took the train to Barcelona taking in the good views of the area a l l  along the coast and 
had our first g l impse of 'awe inspiring' Gaudi buildings. We spent most of the day studying the 
urban regeneration schemes in the E l  Ravel ,  a medieval district of Barcelona. We finished off the 
day by evaluating the shopping faci l ities in Las Ramblas. 

Day 3 - we surveyed a dry river valley at Sant Pere de Ribes; we certainly needed the sun tan lotion! 
In the afternoon we toured a river management scheme in E l  Vendrel l  and saw some interesting 
graffiti as well as a range of flood defences. 

Day 4 - we took a coach journey to Montserrat 'The serrated mountain'. With hard hats fitted we 
explored Les Coves del Col lbato - underground l imestone caves with amazing stalagmites and 
stalactites. We then took a cable car ride from deep underground to the top of Montserrat to visit 
the sanctuary of the Black Madonna. 

Day 5 - after packing up and leaving our hotel we completed a survey of the local tourist fac i l ities 
and then did some last minute shopping before arriving at Reus ai rport for our return to the UK. 

• Liz Staple - Geography Department 

Year 7 - Local Vil lages 

Year 7 went to Swalcl iffe, Hook Norton and 

Sibford to record the number of services in 

the vil lage, the quality of the environment, 

and the amount of street furniture. 

Each record was compl icated: for example, on 

the services in the vi l lage section, we had to 
count each vehic le that came past for 
5 minutes and put our results on a sheet. When 
we had done this for each vi l lage we got on 
the minibus and came back to school. At 
school we created graphs for each vi l lage, 

"Barcelona was a lot of fun" 

Amandeep Hujan 
"I thoroughly enjoyed the trip. 

The highlight was going to 

Montserrat. The caves were 

amazing! Just seeing the 

stalactites and stalagmites 

made my day!" 

O/i Rose 
"Barcelona was a great trip 

because we learnt a lot but also 

had great fun ... despite going to 

bed too early in my opinion!" 

Joke Lees 

showing the results and then we examined 

them. Then Liz Staple asked which vi l lage we 

would l ike to l ive in the most. I said Sibford of 

course, because of the lovely schools in it. 

• Thomas Edwards - Year 7 



AS/A2 - Lake District 

We set off in late autumn for the Lake 

District, stopping a few times to feed the 
boys as they were always hungry. 

We finally got to the beautiful Victorian 
manor house centre though Simon Baker got 
lost a few times on the way - he of course 
blamed Liz Staples' navigating. We dropped off 
our things before eating a lovely roast dinner 
and then went to the classroom to get an 
overview of the next few days. Our Field Study 
Centre instructor was called Tors; she was from 

Scotland. 

Day one - we set off in the rain and the 
freezing cold to a beautiful va l l ey with 
mountains called The Old Man Coniston and 
Swirl How to study cold environments. This 
valley consisted of an Arete, steep sides from 
plucking and abrasion, hanging valley, river 
meandering, youth hoste l ,  rough grass land, 
spoil heap, church beck, river, U-shaped valley 
and a cottage. We sat down and drew and 
labelled the valley. We then did a sediment 
analysis. We measured the orientation, radius of 
the sharpest corner, long axis and said what the 
shape of the clast was. Then we slowly made 
our way up the mountain, stopping off at a 
wreck to eat our lunch. It then started to rain 
rea l ly heavily so we found some shelter in a 

mine. Tors spoke to us about the history of 
the mine; we were real ly grateful for our 
waterproofs provided by the centrel We carried 
on through the rain up the mountain, so steep 
you had to hold on with your hands, l ike rock 
cl imbing. Sarah and I stopped a few times as it 

was quite an effort I Once we reached the top 
we were looking forward to going back down, 
but no, Tors decided that we had to walk to the 
lake and we did another sediment analysis of 
the clasts around the lake. We did eventual ly 
start to make our way down the mountain; 
Char l ie  fe l l  over twice, which was the 
amusement for the day. We were looking 
forward to a hot shower. It became a daily 

Tors, our gUide, explaining the many geographical features in the area. 

routine to race to get the first shower, Caleb 

even took his towel with him during the day to 

ensure he got there first. 

Day two - studying coastal environments. 

We went to the beach at Wadhead North; this 

beach is known for its fast rising tide. We 

studied the geology and durabil ity of the land 

and the areas/people at risk or affected. We 

eva luated the value of the land and looked at 

the processes occurring at this site and drew a 

diagram of a sea wall which was eroding. The 

boys found amusement by picking up a crab 

and putting it in Buchy's hoody - another 

ongoing joke of the trip. We then visited 

Wadhead South and drew a diagram of the 

erosion, slumping and soil creep. Then we went 

to Seawood, a salt marsh which defends the 

land and roads. Simon Baker kindly bought us 

a l l  an ice-cream and we ate our lunch. We sti l l  

had a few more stops to  make to  Holdingham 
and then last, but not least, we went to Convert 
Scar which has a massive sea wal l .  After our 
shower and dinner we had a lesson at the 
centre unti l  9.30pml 

Day three - we studied rivers and looked 
at four sites on the river, comparing different 
stages of its profi le. In the steep upper course 

we a l l  got soaked and laughed at Simon Baker 
chasing down the river after some equipment 
Liz Stap le had let gol By the time we got to the 

last site the river was much deeper and we 
encountered another problem - cows I This 
provided much amusement as they were highly 

intrigued as to what we were doingl The boys 
decided the only way to get across was to 

swim under the water to get to the other side 
of the bankl Overal l  a great trip. 

• Kora Slade - Year 1 2  



Music Department 
As we l l  as be ing very busy with A-Leve l and GCSE rec ita l s  and c lasswork, 

staff and pupi l s  a lso put on a range of wonderful concerts th is year, 

The Mi l l  Gig '09 

The lights dim . . .  the audience lower their 

tone to excited whispers, 

A jazz rhythm strikes into the si lence, 

Poppy opens the first clear note of Moon 

Dance and Stevo hits the l ights . . .  The Mi l l  Gig 

'09 has started. 

And wasn't it fabulous. The audience were 

blown away by the performances that ranged 
from Robbie Wi l l iams to Mamma Mia 

performed by the Ukulele group to a beautiful 
debut solo from Laura Hayward. There were 
many new emerging talents - incredible guitar 

solos from Tom Smith, a spine-tingling Nina 

Simone track from F lossie Boyd, fantastic piano 

from Sam Steel and many more. In true S ibford 

style, the rehearsals leading up to the big 

night were a tad chaotic. Miraculously, the 

performers were herded together at least twice 

with the phrase 'It wi l l  be alright on the night' 

being happily over-used. Backstage there was 

an indescribable buzz (as I suppose there would 

be with 40 hyper teenagers and an amused 

looking Gap student.) Several people fought 

over the l ine-up sheet, frantically poking the 

next performers on, whilst gir ls put on yet more 

makeup and Toby struck up Take it easy quietly 

on the guitar. Meanwhi le  Matt Platt tirelessly 

'did-his-thing' on the p iano, obviously 

completely in his element, with an awestruck 

audience cheering and whooping at each 

break. Finally the night came to a close, and as 
the ending chords of Let me entertain you were 

drowned out by the applause of the standing 

ovation, I looked around and thought how 

lucky I was that Sibford gave me the 

opportunity to be part of thiS, and that I would 

always remember the chaotic, happy, buzzing 

atmosphere of the Jazz nights. 

• Beth Birkbeck - Year 1 1  

T1i£ BEST: Albert L .. 
, Clapton s 

favourite 
drops in 

UN'l'RY rock star Alberl. 
co students n mUMlC 
!:sJ:cl� s at a 8p<"Ciol work-

b;'!� dcocribed by Eric 
Clapton B' "th. be,!'t gUlt�� 

\a er \0 the world - apo , 
re ihe Sibford School pupIL. 
about how he starlet. ':::d 
music car'Cer 10 the 1� h' �howed how h4" achlt'Vt"S 18 
legendary ""und. . . Later in the eventng he wa;
Joined by his band, Hognn:t 
Heroes. for a epc<."191 concc 
in lhe school hal\. d Sibford teocher An y 

Albert Lee Drops In 

Having seen Albert Lee playing l ive several 
times, I couldn't resist asking him if he 

would consider playing at Sibford School 
on his next tour, And to my delight, he said 

'sure'! 

After a l ittle negotiating we managed to 
fix Friday 1 5th May for his visit. 

Before the gig he gave an inspiring 
demonstration of his technique to our 
music students fol lowed by an amazing 
concert to a packed audience. 

For someone who has played with 
many rock and roll greats - most 
famously The Everley Brothers, 
Emmylou Harris and Eric Clapton - he 
is extremely modest and a genuinely 
nice man. He lets his guitar do all the 
talking; and that's the way it should 
be. I shall remember for a long time 
chatting and sharing a plate of tuna 
sandwiches with a guitar hero in 

the school visitors' room at 
midnight. Rock and rol l l  FoakfR Itaid: ""l\l have �(ln';i 

one tn school who has P ay 
' lh lh. Iik .... of Eric ('Iapton, 

G:,.,rge Ham""n, BIll WynlOO 
and the Everlcy Brothers was 

So thanks for a great night 

Albert - any chance of bringing 
Eric along as well next time7 8I1!r:i:t a greot event �d 

ODe which we won'\. forget. • Andrew Foakes 

b � ,i.,ieryiew ·ih � I'1I'lcSrew FO<ik::" guii.trisi Alberi lee 
Hi Alber! how ) 

It '6 � ple..J6ur 
�re !IOU ? e to be here j thank 

How cI'cI !IOU for i '.1 ' 
1 h d I !IOU 6t.tr! I ' "VllOlng U6 to I � , pi'iI1o lesso"S to p ��111S the guii.tr ?  p ��, 
me gUlt�r ql.d Start With b t ol1es, so it 

I e ear/� 011 - it w j 't 
u m� mum al1d dad bo was il while bef' ;SI1 e�s� to get hold ught 
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From Angels to Stabat Mater Dolorosa 
Extended rehearsals, minor panics, and the 

occasional wrong note resulted in a 

fantastic night on 30th April that offered a 

huge range of different styles for everyone 

to enjoy. 

The whole choir were there in force, ready 

for a good old sing song. Whether it was the 

gospel moments of Angels, the traditional 

harmonies of the Stabat Mater Dolorosa, or the 

rather experimental, and quite hard, Bohemian 

Rhapsody, the choir performed to the highest 

standard and along with some amazing solo 

performances from Poppy, Lucy and Harriet and 

a great medley from Les Miserables the evening 

was very impressive. The atmosphere was 

helped by Stevo, who put a single spotlight on 

soloists, and with the sound of the whole choir 

resonating around the hal l ,  this real ly brought 

the evening al ive. 

Some of the School Choir supported by Matt Plat!, Director of Music (shown far right). 

The concert also unveiled a couple of 

firsts; Matt Platt singing a wonderful rendition 

of The Boxer with Poppy, and Romi l ly being 

late for just a few rehearsals, because that's 

never happened before I 

With lively enthusiasm from al l  involved we 

managed to create something very special with 

the help of Matt putting in a piano solo here 

and there, and Mike and Martin waving their 

arms about in front of the choir to try and 

And Now for Something Completely Different 

A faint green glow from the fire exits lends 

a surreal light to the hall as Hugo Catton's 

voice hangs in the air. There is a moment of 

stillness, tension building as the audience 
sit in rapturous si lence, no-one wanting to 

break the spell. Then it is over, a wave of 

applause swell ing to cacophony. Hugo, 

with a smal l  bow and a half smile steps off 

the stage and into the mass of performers 

mil l ing around the front row of seats. 

Martin Quinn, the inimitable head of vocal 
studies, stands patiently waiting for a lapse in 

the applause as the choir and band take to the 
stage for the final number. 

"And now" he intones with a sl ightly impish 

grin "for something completely different". 

It seems the most fitting phrase imaginable 
to sum up this year's departure from the 
traditional summer production. In Just over six 
weeks the new Director of Music, Matthew 
Platt, has managed to create perhaps the most 
spectacular musical event Sibford has ever 
played host to, in the form of the "Giant Pick & 
Mix". The old Cleese assertion has held true as 

the Music Department wove together 

orchestral, choral, rock and jazz to create the 

sonic success assai l ing audiences this evening. 

And how did they do it? Alchemy 

I remember asking Matt (in panic fuelled 

exasperation after only seven students showed 

up for rehearsal the week before the show) Just 

how on earth we were going to make this 

work. 

"It's S ibford" he smi led, with the 

confidence of a man who has spent years as a 

professional musician "It' l l  a l l  come right on the 

night". 

Now he stands behind his trusty keys, 

patient and calm, waiting for the nod from his 

new col league and choir  master Michael 

Ahmad. He plays a single chord, and then, as 

if from nowhere, ethereal polyphony as the 

school choir open Bohemian Rhapsody with 

pitching and tendemess that would have had 

Freddy in tears. Indeed, some of the audience 

look close to weeping themselves. The band 

kicks in (just in time to cover a few good 

keep us in time. 

And yes, we didn't have enough copies of 
the music and we did sometimes make up our 

own tunes for some pieces, but we a l l  had 
tremendous fun and the night was simply 
magical. 

• Michael Aris - Year 1 2  

hankies being thoroughly drenched) and Tom 
Smith steps forward. By now the crowd know 
what to expect, but it's sti l l  somewhat shocking 
when this quiet, innocent faced lad l itera l ly puts 
Brian May to shame (with what Jack Black 
would refer to as a "good old fashioned face 
melter"). 

Far too soon it's all over, and this time 
there is no space between the last note and the 
applause. The crowd are on their feet, then it's 
time to get out and 
go home, the show 
is over. 

At least . .  
until next time I 

• Toby 

Webster -

Gap 

Student 
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Ceramics '09 
Thi s  mosaic  of i mages reflects the d ivers ity of work produced in  the ceramics 

department during the year .  

Year 7 made 'Mythical Creatures' 
and 'Ornamental Boxes'. 

Year 8 made bust figures. 

Year 9 made coil pots using Greek 
Amphorae or ceramic artist 
Grayson Perry as their stimuli (and 
the beach works inspired by land 
artist Andy Goldsworthy in 
Pembrokeshire last September). 

Year 10 have been making 
'Drinking Vessels' 

Year 1 1  GCSE pupils produced 
work inspired by Art Deco, Gaudi, 
Antony Gormley and the theme 
'Corrosion'. 

Years 1 2/ 1 3  experimented with 
coloured sl ips . 

• Richard Phethean 

Head of Ceramics 

Artists include: 
Sydonie Brewis, Gabriella Clack, 

Amy Roberts, Jonathan Slatter 

Elizabeth Bradbury, George Purchon, 

Tom Smith, Alice Weil, 

Rebecca Cleaver, Eleanor Carr-Smith, 

)osh Gardener, Tom Paton, 

Mol/y Stirlon, Jasmine Chahed, Beth 

Birkbeck, Hoyden Clark, 

Paddy Mafham, , Lucy Plant, 

Warren Feather, Alex Attley, 

Rebecca Cock croft. Chris Elliot. 

Elinor Hirst. Cleo Jones, Boblly Tann. 



Draw it, Scan it, Pri nt it, 
Pa i nt it, Hang it, Carve it 
Activity i n  the Art school has been l itt le  short of frenet ic, in  part icu lar 

the days leading up to Oxfordsh i re Artweeks in  May. Th is  i s  a great way 

of reach ing out to the wider world and a wonderfu l chance to celebrate 

the divers ity of ta lents wh ich exist amongst the S ibford community. 

Apart from our gifted pupils' work, we were delighted to 

display paintings by Kevin Wyles, maintenance foreman, 

several powerful oil paintings by Ben Goodwin (son of 

Michael), recently graduated from Glasgow School of Art, 

and some exquisite needlework by Eileen Rogers of the 

housekeeping department. 

Keeping the visual arts 'out there' continued on Open Day 

with a screening of 'Soundscapes' - a collaborative venture 

between the Creative Arts, Music and Media Faculties. Two 

huge screens fil led one wall of the hal l  showing a constantly 

changing presentation of this year's paintings, drawings, 

photographs, ceramic and sculptural p ieces, to the 

accompaniment of extracts from a number of pupils' musical 

performances, interspersed with pupi ls  from the English 

department reading their own poems. 

Drawing class, run by Becky Roberts, is proving 

increasingly popular, attracting pupils and adults from the 

local ity. Pupi ls  from Year 8 upwards have benefited from the 

experience of being tutored in drawing from a l ife mode l .  

Our classwork has embraced a wide spectrum of  themes 

- Year 7 work is based on the acquisition of basic skil ls, 

i l lustrated by reference to known artists or movements. Year 8 

broaden the scope of their studies by looking at artistic styles 

across the world from Aboriginals and Panamanian Indians to 

Easter Island statues and Roman mosaics. In the final year of 

Key Stage 3, art pupils leam to put their own work into 

context by looking at the art of the Twentieth and Twenty 

F irst Centuries. 

Our Year 10 course in Fine Art has looked in detai l  at the 

growth of British art since 1 900, and pupi ls  have responded to 

their studies by producing work echoing the attitudes of the 

time. In the final year of GCSE, artists have developed 

personal responses to modern changes in our society. This 

was inspired by examining the work of the Vorticists and 

Futurists of the early 1 900s. 

Year 1 2  is a l l  about developing a range of expressive ski l l s  

and the compilation of a broad fol io of work. Students learn 

print-making techniques, as well as experiencing a variety of 

drawing and painting media. Once in Year 1 3  work of a more 

personal nature emerges, and help is provided with 

preparation for art school interviews. 

So, yes . . . . .  it's been a bit frenetic at timesl 

• Michael Spring - Head of Expressive Arts 



Textiles '09 
Within the Creative Text i les Department S ibford students use and extend the i r  ta lents, enJoy 

the i r  work and a lways strive to push the boundaries of creativity with fabrics, threads, 

paints, w i re and beads and it makes for work ing in a h igh ly stimu lat ing and ever changing 

teach ing env i ronment where no two days are ever the same . 

I would l ike to acknowledge the work of 
Year 1 3  who left Sibford in July, some to 

continue their creative journey in higher 
education. 

It was good to wave goodbye to the mess 
that Eve and Heather generated but mostly I 

wi l l  miss their excel lent work that helped 
to inspire others. Examples of titles and 

starting points that have inspired our 
examination candidates this year 

include , Jewel lery, Treasure, Springs, 
Travel inspired fabric prints, 
Chromatic images, Graffiti and the 

1 980's to name but a few. 

As the sixth form move on so 
the creative f la ir  of younger 

pupils start to emerge. In Year 7 
pupi ls  have been very busy designing 
and making cushions that have 
encompassed the use of the sewing 
machine and fabric painting as 

I t's a 
about the 

! ' textu re! 

embe l l i shment. Excellent examples were 

produced by Harry Clarke, Abi Cooley, Vladimir 

Ip  and Charlie Winter. Gabrie l la Clack, Grace 
Kemp and Rae Fitze l l  exce l led in the chal lenge 

of recycled fashion. 

Years 8 and 9 have looked more to the 

world of fash ion trends, designing and 

producing T-shirts, hooded tops and, in the 

case of Luke Plat!, some very interesting hand 

painted shoes I 

The department had a buzz about it this 

year with the arrival of our own Mexican fashion 

designer. Samara arrived at S ibford in 

September and very quickly became part of the 

Texti les department. Samara has an infectious 

personal ity and impressed us a l l ,  not only 

through her displays but by inspiring pupi ls of 

a l l  ages, especia l ly the boys, with her typical 
Mexican beauty. 

• Lesley Norton - Head of Textiles 



CREST Awards in Design & 
Technology 
Another successfu l and enterpr is ing year in  Des ign and Technology has been crowned, not 

only by pup i l s  ga in ing fantastic coursework grades, but a lso by achieving an astonish ing 

number of CREST (Creat ivity in  Science & Technology) cert ificates . 

Run by the British Science Association the 

CREST Awards aim to encourage young 

designers and engineers; Sibford gained 

30% at KS3 and 20% at KS4/S of al l  

certificates awarded in Oxfordshire. 

All Year 1 1  pupils gained Si lver Awards for their 

impressive coursework which was h ighly 

commended by the assessors from Science 

Oxford . 

Joshua Clark received a Si lver Award for his 
outstanding A Level project, Multi-role 

Laminate Chair, for which he also received this 
year's Design Cup. 

At KS3, Year 9 was equal ly involved and 

nearly a l l  pupils ach ieved a Bronze Award for 

their work in producing Jewel lery items from 

recyc led materials. Pupils were encouraged to 
work in teams to batch-produce items to se l l  
for charity at  Open Day. Some of  their 

presentation and marketing ski l l s  were very 
impressive indeed and they raised £34 for the 
Nchima Trust charity. 

CREST Certificates are not awarded l ightly 
and a l l  the students involved deserve a 
tremendous amount of credit for their 
commitment and hard work in reaching the 
required standard. 

• Vic Stannard 
Head of Design Technology 



Been There, Done That, 
Got the Sweaty T-Shirt! 
Duke of Ed inburgh Award 2009 - The Rules. 

Rule 1 :  Always disarm David before 

attempting an expedition 

In extremes of both heat and rain, the intrepid 

members of the 2009 Si lver Duke of 

Edinburgh Award group ventured forth, laden 

down with everything from couscous to 

marble cake. The two, 3-day expeditions threw 

everything, from sweltering heat to ominous 
rain clouds and a small armada of horse flies, 

at the 9 students. What fol lows is not a 

narrative of these times, but rather a muddled 
col lection of tales. 

Rule 2: Lawrence is not a pyromaniac. 

He just really l ikes fire 

Occasionally the two groups of students 
would have to cross fences, most usually with 

the aid of handy stiles, but occasionally, 

perhaps to circumnavigate a large puddle, 
fences would need to be crossed without 

stiles. It is worth noting that farmers often 

electrify their fences and that hats sometimes 

have metal parts. My group came to such a 
fence on the second day of the expedition 

and Beth, general outdoors person and stream 

swimmer, decided to crawl underneath and 

hold it up from the other side. To stop herself 

being electrocuted she used her hat to grasp 

the wire and pul l  it up. All was fine for a 

second, but then Beth started periodically 

Iping. An awkward si lence ensued, 

punctuated by the sounds of Beth's 

electrocution. Eventual ly, with verbal 

encouragement from Beth, we crawled 

underneath the wire and she was al lowed to 

let go of it, only mi ldly electrocuted. 

Rule 3: Do not spray insect repellent in 

enclosed spaces, tents for example. 

While resting in the corner of a farmer's field, 

we came upon a quietly flowing stream, in 

which washing and cleaning could be done. 

This stream gathered itself into a deep pool 

and some, Beth in particular (using her 

experience of loch swimming), decided that it 

was time for a relaxing swim. Alex L, resident 

superiority complex holder, also decided to 
take a dip and jumped in. He then realised 

how bone-chi l l ingly cold it was. Sinking, to 

protect certain parts of his anatomy, he ended 

up sitting in a deep ish pool of cold water, 

whilst desperately trying to heat up particular 

areas sl ightly; an important lesson in 

prioritising the most important body parts. 

Rule 4: Remember that tents 

occasionally leak ('occasionally' means 

during a thunder storm). 

We have discovered that camp cooking is 

perilous and l ikely to impact upon the health 

of those carrying it out. We have also 
discovered that boil ing water does indeed rol l  

downhi l l ,  and that incorrectly fastened stove 

lids sometimes let copious amounts of water 

out, when in the process of fal l ing over. As 
Georgie discovered, resulting in a somewhat 

painful n()t"'>n", 

"SEEM TIIERE 
nOME tKAt 

Got tilE SWEAty 
t.sKIRT' 

Rule 5: Walking in pyjamas is the 
fashionable way 

Men sometimes do the stupidest things. Men 
often carry penknives on walks and are always 
itching to use them. David is a prime example. 
On a brief stop on the first expedition, he 
decided it would be a very good idea to try 
and cut grass with his penknife. David soon 
discovered that, should a penknife slip, it wi l l  
cut right into your finger. David seemed 
surprised by the situation of his copious 
bleeding. 

Rule 6: Remember that turbulent 
weather, in all its blustery glory, can 
confound even the best travellers. 

To sum up we managed, with the help of the 
intrepid organisers of the Si lver D of E 
expeditions, to not only walk from A to B with 
varying success, but also to treat burns and 
cuts, l ive In a field with only the contents of 
our packs, work out the nuances of Poker and 
celebrate a birthday with the aid of marble 
cake and tent wink-murder. There are many 
stories that have not been mentioned (being 
accosted by a farmer who wished to protect 
his barley to certain people l iving off B . l .R5 
Bacteria l ly Infected Rice with Sausage.) The 
whole experience added up to an enjoyable 
time. 

Rule 7: Remember that Lawrence does 
not, as you might have guessed, burst 
into flames upon entering a church. 

• Patrick Reckitt - Year 1 1  



Sibford Old Scholars' Association 

T H E  M A G A Z I N E  

We are sure that the Association has been 
tai lored to suit the needs of the twenty

first century. Whilst maintaining its 
traditions a nd values we have also 
establ ished closer links with the School. 

The bond between old and new has 
always been paramount in our philosophy 

and with this new adventure we are 

certain the l inks wil l grow stronger. 

Having Joint participation in the 
'Sibfordian' again re-establ i shes an important 
l ink, probably unique in school magazines, 

Meet the President 
I was brought up in a small market town in 
north Dorset in the early 1 9505 - very much 
a rural setting like Oxfordshire. 

I started at Sibford in 1 959, fo l lowing in my 
father Donald's footsteps, who was there from 
1 934 to 1 938. 

He enjoyed talking about his time at school 
and at exeat weekends we compared his time 
at Sibford with mine, both recounting our 
fortune to have been taught by Gladys Burgess. 
My sister, Nicola, came to Sibford in 1 961 . As 
we left home on her first day Dad told me to 
ask the Bursar if he could have a fee d iscount 
as there were two of us at the School .  I duly 
asked, but I don't think the Bursar was too 
impressed as there was no discountl My brother 
Graham, started at Sibford in September 1 964 
as I left in the July, so there was a ten year span 
of Hughes's. Another comfort was to be 
located in Holmby House, which was then the 
junior boys accommodation, and being looked 

A New Beginning 
After a lot of d iscuss ion and much agon is ing, 

the reformed S ibford Old Scho lars Assoc iat ion 

started on 1 st August 2009 . 

which was fi rst adopted in 1 97 1 .  The 

feedback from members is that they l ike to 

have a 'direct' contact with the School as wel l  

as  receiving their independent newsletter 

each Apri l .  Hopefu l ly you wi l l  enjoy the two 

articles we have included as well as some 

more profi les of old scholars. 

Our Reunion this year was held during the 

School's Open Day on June 1 3th, and it 

proved to be a great success where we also 

enjoyed perfect weather - a rare event for 

after by Miriam 
Guest. In Sept
ember 1 960 
we moved into 
the new boys 
houses, and 
I was in Penn. I 
t h o r o u g h l y  
enjoyed my 
time at Sibford, 
especia l ly the 
opportun i t ies  
to  play a lot of 
sport. My l inks 

with the School were firmly re-establ i shed in 
2008, when I was appointed to the School 
Committee as one of SOSA's representatives. 

After leaving Sibford, I spent the next two 

years at Sal i sbury studying business studies. 

Then I joined Sainsbury's on a management 

training scheme in the retai l  division. I spent 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

this summerl A report of the Reunion and a 

copy of the AGM Minutes appears on our 

website and wi l l  be reported ful ly in the next 

newsletter. 

Our new President, Richard Hughes, 

extends his warm greetings and hopes that 

you wi l l  enjoy the Magazine. Don't forget -

we need your input, so if you have any 

interesting news and articles, please get in 

touch. Detai ls  can be found in the 'Contacts' 

column. 

the next 33 years in food retai l ing, most of it 

with Sainsbury's. In 1 999 I was made redundant, 

which for me was a good thing as it gave me 

the push to move in to something new. I spent 

two years doing an outdoor education course 

in Cumbria which enabled me to gain the 

knowledge to put two of my past favourites, 

c l imbing and walking, into another career. 

Whi lst I was on the course I learnt to canoe and 

to kayak. The one constant in my two careers 

is that I am working closely with people. With 

Sainsbury's it was with a range of age groups, 

in the outdoors it is with young people and 

chi ldren, something that keeps me youngl 

I now l ive in West Somerset, a very rural 
setting with plenty of space to walk, mountain 
b ike and close to the coast for sea kayaking. 
I have two grown up daughters, my eldest 
being Merri l l ,  and my youngest is Frances. 

• Richard Hughes - President of SOSA 

General enquiries 

Richard Hughes - President 

rhhughes48@hotmail.com 

Membership/Address List 

Edd Frost - Membership Enquiries 

edd@eddfrost.com 

Website, newsletter 

and joint magazine 

enquiries@sibfordoldscholars.com 

For news & 
upcoming events visit 

www.sibfordoldscholars.com 



Yesterday's Refugees 
As we commemorate the seventieth anniversary of the com mencement of the 

Second World War on 3 rd September 2009, we remember the horrors that 

were unfolding on the world. 

It was an extremely unreal time that 

affected Sibford as much as it did the rest of 
the U.K. population. In many ways in 1 939 

Sibford was cut off from real ity and 
somewhat cocooned in the tranquil lity of 

the hi l ly beauty of North Oxfordshire, yet it 

remained positive in its approach to 

educating chi ldren and encompassing a 
better future. In some ways the School took 

on the mantle of caring for a generation of 
students that were being deprived by the 

hostil ities around them. Michael Finch has 

included in his history of the School, which 
will soon be published, a chapter about a 

largely unknown bit of Sibfordian history. It 

reflects the times and the anguish of those 

terrible days that encompassed the World 

for many years ... 

In the late 1 930's the spread of Nazism 
throughout Europe was forcing large numbers 
of people opposed to that narrow and hostile 
regime, including many Jewish fami l ies, to flee 
their homes and businesses. 

They were hounded by Hitler's Gestapo 
(Secret police), their shops and homes were 
vandal ised and looted and they were randomly 
attacked in the streets. Truly central Europe was 
being 'ethnical ly cleansed', using a modern 
idiom. It was becoming clear to them that 
soon they would be rounded-up for expulsion 
or imprisonment or even death. As wel l  as 
pol itical opponents, any groups of the 
population who were judged as 'unclean', such 
as Jews and Gypsies and the mental ly i l l ,  were 
in serious danger. 

Many were inte l l igent and gifted citizens -
scientists, doctors, dentists, surgeons, 
musicians, architects and university dons - and 
whilst the i r  talents were grudgingly 
acknowledged as being of value to society, 
either their opposing pol itical views or their 
lack of so-ca l led 'master race' credentials 
meant that, under Hitler's plan, their early 
removal was inevitab le .  The first mass 
deportation occurred on 24th October 1 938, 
when 1 5,000 Polish born Jews were rounded up 
and driven over the border into Poland. (Their 
reprieve was short l ived though as Germany 
invaded Poland on 3rd September 1 939.) 

Nevertheless what fol lowed in the space of 
a few weeks was the outcome of a remarkable 
co-operation between Quakers and other 
bodies: namely in their setting up of the 
K indertransport. The aim was to organize the 
large scale escape of chi ld refugees from Nazi 
tyranny. Quakers were involved at a l l  stages of 
this amazing rescue plan, from the fi rst train on 
1 st December 1 938 until the outbreak of War. 

POl/sn refuqE " hoping tor son, Il10ry as t}-'Y orr1vt'd In London by Ship 

A good number of them arrived at Sibford -
and at other Friends schools - often bewildered 
and fearful that they would never see their 
fami l ies again. I ndeed for many, with the 
unfolding of events post-war, their worst fears 
were proved well founded. 

The majority could not speak English when 
they arrived, but S ibford pup i l s  of that 
generation remember how quickly they learned 
and how well they adapted to their new 
surroundings. Many formed close friendships, 
although the refugees had to tolerate good 
natured banter while battl ing with their "I/'s" 
and 'W's" such as 'voolly west' (woolly vest) I 

On the more compassionate side Sibfordians 
worked hard to comfort them in their lonel iness 
and to understand their fears whilst receiving 
scant news of loved ones back home. 

Some only remained at Sibford for a term 
or two before moving on to l ive with overseas 
relatives, primarily in the USA., although many 
stayed on for their entire school l ife. Several of 
the wartime refugees eventually made their 
home in Britain. The inspiring story of triumph 
over adversity is encapsulated with profi les of 
some of them: 

Bobby Kugelman 

At S ibford 1 935 unt i l  1 938 - This boy's origins 

were sl ightly different to some of the other 

refugees as he was born in USA of Jewish 

parents, though he was raised in his family's 

native home in Berl in. He came to England in 

the mid 1 930's in order to escape the growing 

political turmoi l .  He returned to the USA. as an 

adult and changed his name to 'Robert Keane'. 

Fnnz Rosen 

At S ibford 1 937 until 1 940 - He came from 

Germany and after leaving school he took a 

stop-gap job then served in the British Army, 

in the Royal Tank Regiment until 1 946, having 

been injured in Belgium. Prior to h is 

demobil isation he was seconded to the Control 

Commission where he became an interpreter in  

the Al l ied Supreme Court. For security reasons 

the Army recommended a change of name, so 

he became Francis Anthony Russe l l .  Today we 

know him as Tony Russe l l .  

After combining h i s  postwar work at  Lankro 

Chemicals, with part-time studies at Manchester 

Technical Col lege, he obtained his first degree 

before winning a scholarship to Harvard 

Business School .  In 1 954 he returned to the U.K.  

and resumed his career with Lankro where he 

became Chairman until 1 98 1  when he left his 

ful l  time career in commerce. 

From then on he devoted himself to Publ ic 

Service appointments and to non-executive 

work in industry. His various activities have 

included the chairmanship of two health 

authorities, heading the governing body of his 

almer mater, now the University of Manchester 

Institute of Science & Technology (UMIST), and 

bodies involved with urban development and 

regeneration . In 1 994 he was awarded the CBE 

for public services in the North West of 

England. Tony is emphatic about the enduring 

influence that Sibford's Quaker ethos had on his 

adult l ife. 



P :el Schi dler 

At Sibford 1 938 unti l 1 943. Peter arrived from 
Vienna with his Austrian father and English 
mother. Thanks to his mother, he already had a 
good command of the English language, albeit 
with a broad Yorkshire accent I His father worked 
for British Wartime Inte l l igence but l itt le i s  
known of Peter after he left S ibford. 

1 
At Sibford 1 938 until 1 939. These two (brother 
& sister) arrived from Czechoslovakia twelve 
months before the outbreak of war -
simultaneously with a clutch of others from the 
Continent. They lodged first at Hol ly House, 

then the home of Roland Herbert. His two 
daughters Margaret Hargreave and Ina Lamb 
remembered them well and kept in touch. 
Hanna and Peter moved to the USA. where 
Peter practiced medicine until his retirement. 

At Sibford 1 938 until 1 942. Rainer left 
Germany in 1 937 with his widowed mother. He 
had l ived with relatives in England before 
coming to Sibford - hence no initial language 
problems. A keen sportsman (not least he 
became an exceptional and agi le wicket
keeper) and, although an indifferent scholar, a 
memorable extrovert. 

He fi rst trained in London as a motor 
engineer and in 1 949 went to New York as 
Austin's Service Manager. Later at a New 
Orleans Motor Show he chanced to meet Henry 
Ford II who promptly h ired him as his personal 
world-wide trouble shooter. Rainer rose to 
become Sales Manager for Ford's International 
Division, handling the transatlantic sales of 
British and German manufactured Fords. After 
leaving Fords he moved to a leading 
Volkswagen d istributor and, as their Chief 
Executive, guided that company's growth until 
it became possibly the largest of its kind in the 
world, spanning the USA car market for VW, 
Porsche and Audi .  

Resigning after 2 3  years, h e  acquired some 
Florida motor dealerships which he simi larly 
developed into a flourishing cohesive group. 
After finally sel l ing-up he continued into his 
seventies, with a 'retirement' job, as a motor 
sales training consultant. His c l ients include 
such names as VW, BMW and Mercedes. He has 
been much involved too in the civic affai rs of 
Longboat Key, the Florida town where he l ived 
with his wife - of Greek descent - Harik l ia 
(otherwise Harriet) . 

Rainer says of his Sibford days " . . .  1 can tel l  
you why Quakerism and the discipline of 
Sibford played such a large part in my success 

in business and in marriage . . .  Yes I did l i sten to 
the speakers at the Gower Meeting House." 

He is deeply grateful for the influence of 

Sibford's staff, whose example later guided him 
in staff management. Rainer also describes the 
difficulties which confronted him and Hariklia 

when his mother developed manic depressive 
symptoms, "Al l  the Quaker and S ibford 
teachings finally fel l  in to place. I real ised I 
could walk in the park under a tree or on the 
beach and talk to God one-to-one, without 

rel igious trappings - just as the Quakers had 
taught me. It saved my sanity and my marriage. 

I feel also that those teachings helped me give 
of my best in the commercial world. For years 

I have talked to friends about Quakers and what 
they have meant to me - a l ittle German 
refugee who they took in .  I also learned from 
Roland Herbert that being a pacifist does not 
mean that you are a coward. I've needed this 
space to express what Sibford has meant to me, 
as I've grown up to be a completed person." 

At Sibford 1 940 until 1 946. Professor Gui l lery 
(as Ray now is) has won international acclaim as 
a neuro-scientist, spec ial ising in ocular-brain 

surgery and associated research. He and his 
sister Ria came from Germany. He was Head of 
Department at Chicago University until 1 984, 
when he came to Oxford to spend eight years 
in charge of the Department of Anatomy and 
Fel low of Hertford Col lege. He has now 
returned to America, which he and his fami ly 
feel is their true home, and he is continuing 
there with his highly specialised research. 
He was elected a Fel low of the Royal Society 

in 1 983. 

Ray gave a rivetingly interesting Leslie Baily 
Address at the Old Scholars Reunion of 1 985. His 
friend Phil ip Manasseh tells me that he and his 
sister Ria, during their vacations from Sibford, 
stayed as guests in Oxford where - by the oddest 
of chances - they visited the very Department of 

Research which Ray was later to run. 

Rainer Guillery 

\ n 

At Sibford 1 941 until 1 944. Ria was Ray's 

younger s ister and her stay at Sibford was 

shorter. Janet Sewel l  reports that Ria later 

worked in Leicester as a Social Worker. She 

married Ted Hawkins and moved with him to 

Washington, where he had a position in the 

World Bank. 

Jil 
At Sibford 1 938 until 1 939. Marion took Sibford 

by storm in 1 938. After being raised in 

Germany and Italy, she arrived at Sibford directly 

from an American School in Madrid, where she 
had learned to speak and to conduct herself l ike 
a brash extrovert New York col lege gir l !  Happily 
her parents had got safely away and she left 
after a year to live with them in London. 
Despite the shortness of her stay, Marion was 
very attached to Sibford and attended some 
post-war SOSA Reunions. She was last heard of 
in the 1 950s working in the family's Devon and 
Dorset ceramics business. 

At Sibford 1 938 until 1 939. Martin arrived from 
Vienna to remain only three terms at Sibford. 
He had a keen interest in music and was a friend 
of the late Ralph Townley. Ralph understood 
that Martin became a concert musician 
(pianist?). It is understood that Martin emigrated 
to Argentina with his father and brother. 

v 

At Sibford 1 939. Maria had but a brief stay at 
Sibford. It is understood that she was the cousin 
of Martin Wolf and that she went to the Vienna 
Opera Bal let School .  According to sketchy 
information provided, Maria l ived for some time 
near Settle, Lancs. 

At Sibford 1 938 until 1 941 . This unfamil iar 
surname was the one used to record his arrival 
in the School's Admissions Register. He had 
come from Vienna with his sister Luzy. Soon 
after joining Sibford he sought to have his 
name contracted to Burg, and that's how his 
contemporaries a lways knew h im.  He is 
remembered as a d i l igent scholar and was 

particularly keen on music and the Arts. He 
acquired a good command of English, soon 

speaking it as though it were his mother 
tongue. Upon leaving Sibford he enrolled at 
the London School of Economics and, after 
graduating, entered the Civil Service. He duly 
Angl icised his name (nearly seamlessly) from 
Hans Burg to John Burgh and went on to 
progress from strength to strength - as a 
Whiteha l l  Mandarin' .  His distinguished CV 
(eventually as Sir John Burgh) is detai led in 
several c lose-printed l ines in 'Who's Who". 
After a career which had taken him to senior 
Ministry positions and the Cabinet Office, he 
went on to become Director General of the 
British Counci l  and President of Trinity Col lege, 
Oxford. Hans married Anne Sturge, a Sidcot OS 
and fel low LSE graduate. As far as we know he 
is the only Sibford old scholar ever to have 
received a knighthood. 

T 
At Sibford 1 939 until 1 940 having arrived from 
Germany. Little is known about Thomas after 
his stay at S ibford. Meriel Hunt (nee Manasseh) 
remembers a wartime encounter with him, then 

wearing the uniform of the RAF's Czech 
section. His avowed ambition at the time was 
to return to his homeland, but another old 
scholar, Derek Gaffee bel ieves that he 
eventually emigrated to America. 

'1 r 
At S ibford 1 939 until 1 941  Came from 

Germany. A contemporary of that time, Mike 



Farr, reca l ls  meeting him at the 1 947 SOSA 

Reunion where he was very active with his 

camera as he had been as a schoolboy. The 

Canada-based old scholar Bas i l  Franey reported 

that he was contacted some years back by 

Erwin who was then on the Faculty of the 

University of Alberta. He had changed his name 

to Erwin Sutton .  Little is known after that time. 

Otto Wolf 

At Sibford 1 939 until 1 945. Otto came from 

Czechoslovakia. Again Mike Farr reca l ls  "Otto 

was singled out by Arthur Johnstone - year 

after year at carol singing time - to sing the 

young Page's part in 'Good King Wenceslas.' 

Our hearts bled for this l i keable and sensitive, 

but not notably tuneful, lad. He must surely 

have prayed for the ground to open up and 

swal low himl" His high-flying insurance career, 

with the C ity groups of Marsh and McLennon 

and C T Bowring took him, via South Africa, to 

Austral ia, where he l ived with his fami ly unt i l  h is 

death in 2008. Otto kept in touch with Sibford 

through the SOSA, of which he was a l ife 

member and always sent greetings to the 

annual reunions. 

Eric SpIn 

At Sibford 1 939 unt i l  1 942. Although a Life 

Member of SOSA, l ittle is known of his refugee 

background except that he arrived from 

Germany in 1 939. He visited Sibford at one or 

two reunions when over from his home in 

Cal ifornia. He was involved in the European 

sales and distribution of Cal ifomian dried fruits. 

Gerhard Dannl nberg 

At Sibford 1 939 until 1 940 having been rescued 

from Germany. Despite his staying only briefly 

as a scholar, Danny, as he became known 

remained in and around Sibford for years 

afterwards. Because he had no surviving family, 

the enl ightened and compassionate Canning 

fami ly of Sibford Ferris took him into their 

household. Joe Canning engaged Danny as a 

farm-hand whi le  Min Canning mothered him as 

one of her own. He was devoted to them, and 

they to h im.  Those who knew him 

remembered how in no time at a l l  he was 

speaking with a warm countryman's broguel 

He joined the army in 1 942, seeing service in 

the Far East. 

Shortly after his discharge he joined the 

Yorkshi re Fire Brigade, to be near his bride-to-be, 

Elsie from Bamsley. His enrolment in the Brigade 

was under a new name of Danny Farrel l ;  thereby 

obviating the need for having constantly to 

explain the Continental origins of a seeming 

Oxfordshire countryman. He rose creditably in 
his chosen profession, finishing in command of 

the Fire Brigades Training Col lege at Moreton in 

Marsh. Joe Canning's surviving son Mick, relates 

that Danny enjoyed an idyl l ic fami ly l ife before 

his rather early death around 1 992. 

Peter Gutkind 

At Sibford 1 940 until 1 942. Peter's father was 

an architect in Germany who had managed, in 

company with Peter and his sister, to escape to 
London. Peter's m issing mother and 
grandmother were later found to have perished 

in the Holocaust. At the end of his schooling, 
and for a whi le  after, Peter ( l ike 'Danny' 
Dannenburg) resided with the Canning fami ly in 
S ibford Ferris. A notable athlete and sportsman, 
he was awaiting entry to Loughborough 
Col lege, intending to study PE, when suddenly 

(for fami ly reasons) he travel led to the USA. It 
is understood that he was studying at Earlham 
Col lege but after that l ittle is known. However 
in the 1 980's Peter re-appeared at several 
School Open Days. He was by then a professor 
of anthropology attached to the Department of 

Sociology at the University of Warwick. His 
profession had seemingly taken him around the 
world, including posts in the USA, Canada, 
Britain and various universities in the African 

continent. He died in the late 1 990's. 

Per,,! G ,[kind 

Charl �s nurm n 

At Sibford 1 939 until 1 944. Mike Farr reca l ls  h im 

as being a very l i keable person who was 

commissioned in the RAF before being k i l led in 

a 1 950's a ir  crash. He had changed his sumame 

to Sherman. He originated from Germany. 

Kenne J St 'in 

At Sibford 1 939 to 1 940. Little i s  known about 

Kenneth who was another German refugee, 

except that he emigrated to Austra l ia  after 

the war. 

Ali :e Llttm'l1 

Alice was School Nurse between 1 940 until 

1 948. She was about 30 years of age when she 

came to work at Sibford being a Jewish refugee 

from Germany. She is warmly remembered by 

many Sibfordians from the Forties. Together 

with 'Matron' - the late Marjorie Edwards (nee 

S immons), she looked after the chi ldren's 

health and welfare. After leaving Sibford she 

re-trained and worked until her retirement as an 

infant teacher in the North West London area. 

She is a SOSA Life Member and now l ives in 

Pinner, Middlesex. 

Eva and Resi Weinberg 

At Sibford 1 940 until 1 945. These twins arrived 
from Germany and spent almost six years at 
Sibford. They emigrated to Israel where Eva 
sadly died a few years back. Contemporary 
Margaret Fa imington remembers that Resi, 
thanks to the encouragement of her S ibford PE 
teacher Pat Kenning, trained as a 
physiotherapist. She is now Mrs Aberach and 
travels  regu larly to England, where some 
members of her fami ly sti l l  reside. 

Esther Friedburg 

At Sibford 1 941  until 1 943. Esther was yet 
another German refugee who made a 
schooldays home with the Cannings. Esther 
has remained in close touch with Sibford -
being a great supporter of SOSA - and she 
attends most Reunions. She and her husband 
Harold Jackson are today happy parents and 
grandparents l iving in Hul l .  

Kity Rraun 

At Sibford 1 942 unt i l  1 945. Kitty came as a 
German refugee and is now Mrs Baker-Short, 
and l iving near High Wycombe, Bucks. There 
are no further detai l s  avai lable. 

Joachlm Ltneck 

Mike Farr recal ls "Joe Litteck started in the 
Autumn of 1 943 - immediately fol lowing my 
own departure - but I sti l l  remember him 
because I stayed on briefly to work with School's 
maintenance staff. I believe he was the last of 
the wartime refugees to arrive at Sibford." In 
recent years he attended SOSA Reunions until his 
untimely death a few years ago. 

Firstly fo l lowing his arrival from Germany in 
1 939, he spent four years at a Quaker 
evacuation school :  Yealand Manor. His home 
thereafter was in Hampstead (where his sister 
eventually joined him from Germany in 1 947 -
after eight years separation). Upon leaving 
S ibford he studied Physics at Regent Street 
Polytechnic, gaining a BSc in 1 952. From then 
unt i l  1 958 he was successively with the Friends 
Ambulance Unit (FAU) and the Forestry 
Commission, although during this period he 
was dogged by i l l  health. From 1 959 he was 
employed in the field of electronics with such 
'household name' firms as Rank-Bush-Murphy 
group and Redifussion. 

These profiles are but a few of the many 

refugees that came to Sibford. Clearly, 
Sibfordians of the wartime period can take a 
quiet pride in the l ife achievements of so 

many of their contemporaries. As children 

these refugees were confronted with the 

direst kinds of upheaval and emotional 

trauma, yet they contrived to emerge - as 

the saying goes - 'with colours flying' . • 
Extracted from a paper written and 
compiled by Michael D.T.Farr in 1 999. 

He was at Sibford 1 938 until 1 943 and 

was a contemporary of many of the 
refugees. He is a former President, 

General Secretary and Editor of SOSA. 



Catch i ng up with o l d  fr iends 
and the wide variety of things they've been u p  to! 

The reason I attended Sibford is that my 

father had overseas postings as part of his 

work. In 1 993, my parents moved back to 

Hertfordshire after living in Poland for 

nearly five years. I left Sibford that year with 

respectable GCSE results and started to 

attend a local FE college. I continued 

studying Theatre Studies, a love of which 

had been instil led in me by Chris Bateman 

(Drama Teacher) and Bryan Lee (Music 

Teacher) throughout my time at Sibford. 

I studied theatre studies at University of 
Aberystwyth and worked with some very exciting 

theatre practitioners in Wales. I then moved to 

London and, more by accident than design, 

found myse lf working as an Account Manager for 

a young company cal led 4CAST and sold 

financial analysis to banks and traders. This was 

an interesting opportunity to experience an 

industry that I never imagined myself working in 

and convinced me that this type of work was not 

for mel Every weekend I would volunteer for 

The Leaveners (Quaker Arts Charity) leading 

workshops and creating performances for young 

people. In 2000 the Leaveners advertised the job 

of Drama Worker and I found myself getting 

married, moving to Birmingham, and accepting 

that job all in one weekl 

I worked for the Leaveners for two and a 

half years and during my time there set up a 

programme of workshops and performance 

projects for deaf and hearing young people. My 

husband, Simon, worked at a local authority 

chi ldren's unit. In 2002, my daughter Sarah was 

born and I continued to work part time with the 

Leaveners running the Deaf/Hearing Drama 

My days at Sibford School were, without a 

doubt, a significant factor in my avidity to 

continue my academic life since leaving. 

I completed the 6th form in 2005-07, 

and the gu idance with my UCAS 

appl ications lead me onto my current study 

at Oxford University. I would never have 

dreamt of applying to Oxford if it wasn't for 

the encouragement and support that the 

teachers and my peers generously 

expressed. 

I am starting my final year of my degree in 

Neurophysiology and Psychology at Christ 

Church, and can't say that there isn't a bit of 

re l ief in knowing that I am almost done. It has 

been a constant treadmi l l ,  but my passion for 

the subject and my hopes for my future career 
have stopped me from lagging. The high l ights 

projects and was asked to resurrect a youth 

theatre for the Crescent Theatre. As my work 

with the Deaf/Hearing drama projects 
continued, I took several exams in British Sign 

Language and began also to work as a 

freelance Communication Support Worker for 
deaf students in Further and Higher Education. 

I have continued to lead drama workshops, 
projects, and to direct productions for young 

people whi le  also working as a Sign Language 

Interpreter (with a brief break when my son 
Daniel was born in 2004). I have been lucky 

enough to work with companies such as 

Shakespeare For Schools, Connexions and the 
Royal Shakespeare Company. I run a l l  the 
Crescent Theatre's projects for young people in 
Birmingham. 

This September I will start a Post-Graduate 

in BSL/Engl ish Interpreting to become a fu l ly 
qualified interpreter for the deaf and I 'm also 

currently rehearsing for a production of Brecht's 

'Mother Courage' at the Old Rep, Birmingham 

in October - this is a return to acting as I 'm 
usual ly the other s ide of the l ightsl I 'm also 

preparing to direct two productions at the 

Crescent Theatre in 20 1 0. 

S ibford was instrumental in forming my 

character and showing me what I wanted to do 

with my l i fe - Sibford shaped my l ife and gave 
me my faith. I 've attended Quaker Meetings 

regularly since leaving Sibford and became a 

member of the Society of Friends in 1 998. 

I met my husband through Heather Janes (nee 
Goode), who was in the year below me at 

Sibford and was also involved in the local 

Quakers in Hertfordshire. 

."Se.ssica 
Me.lPar�ia 
At Slbford 

Z005-Z007 

of my degree so far have been studying the 

biological bases of Schizophrenia, Bipolar 
Disorder and the Dementias, and next term I 
look forward to completing my fi rst brain 
dissectionl I have just started my research 

proJect, which wi l l  be studying Islamophobia, 

in particular, implicit and expl icit responses to 
the Musl im vei l .  The course has given me a 

Eac.h.ae.l V e.a�e.y 
(nee Davis) 

AI- Slbford 
1988-1993 

When I work with young people who have 
been excluded from school or attend the worst 
schools in Birmingham, I am reminded of how 

fortunate I was and try and have a positive 
impact on the teenagers I work with, to show 
them that there is another way to l ive and 

relate to people; I 've had some great success 
stories and some that couldn't be reached. 
Time and time again I think back to my own 
school days and try to be I ike the teachers that 
taught me at Sibford. (Image shows Rachael 

directing a production of The Tempest) • 

fantastic insight into the biological, c l inical and 

medical, alongside the soc ia l  aspects of 

neuroscience and psychology. My aims after 

the degree are to get some work experience 

before applying to post-grad training in C l inical 

Psychology. 

A-levels at S ibford trained me in being an 

independently driven worker; an important ski l l  

a t  Uni, and a l l  the extra-curricular things I was 

encouraged to get involved with showed me 

the value of achieving in areas other than 

academics. This summer I have been lucky 

enough to be involved in a project to teach 

English and travel in China. I do miss Sibford, 

the teachers and my friends, but am grateful 

for a l l  they did to teach me that a sense of 

achievement is best gained from knowing 

how hard you've tried . • 



and a few i nterest i ng careers . . .  

My current home is in Cowes on the Isle of 

Wig ht, where my family and I have been for 
the last 2 years. I've got two children, Lily 
(7) and Noah (4), with my wife Pamela. 

I earn a living in a variety of fashions: I am 
a journal ist for a magazine that reports on 

transport planning and policy matters in the 

UK; I organise conferences for the same 
publication; and I have a separate business 
that I run producing energy surveys and 
home information packs for people selling 

and renting their properties. 

Since I left Sibford I have done all sorts of 
jobs: taught English abroad, had a spe l l  as a 
yacht broker, led groups of Chinese civi l 
servants on tours around Europe, to name a 
few. I also spent a good chunk of my twenties 
and early thirties travel l ing, the highl ight of 
which was two years spent on a sail ing boat, 
with Pamela and our daughter Lily, sail ing 
around the Caribbean and then back to the UK. 

My recol lections of Sibford are very fond, 
primarily because of the great friends I met 
there and the many good times that were had. 
Some of the friendships that I made at Sibford, 
I count as my very best friends to this day, and 
I greatly value those relationships which have 
stood the test of so many years. 

Another thing that sticks in my mind is 
Sibford's environment. The surrounding fields 
and rolling h i l l s  were such a fantastic  source of 
adventure and fun (and mischief!) for my friends 
and me. On a warm summers day in England 
my mind wi l l  often wander back to days spent 
roaming around the fields or on long bike rides, 
surrounded by friends intent on generating as 
much laughter as possible. 

After leaving Sibford I studied for a National 

Certificate in Agriculture and an Advanced 

National Certificate in Agricultural Business 

Management at the Warwickshire collage 

of Agriculture. After getting my diploma 

I travelled for a couple of years and finally 

settled down here in Portugal working on 

the family cork forest. 

In 2004 I married my lovely Portuguese wife 

Margarida. We have been blessed with two 
lovely boys, Liam (four and a half) and Samuel 

( 1 7  Months) 

The last four years on the farm have been 

keeping me on my toes. In 200S we had 

problems finding a buyer for our grapes and as 

a resu lt ended up launching 1 0,000 bottles of 

red wine. By good fortune our wine "CEM REIS" 

ended up winning two sl iver medals, one at the 

International Wine Chal lenge in London and the 

other in France. This has helped boost sales and 
as a result we are now expanding to 20,000 

Will Ainslie 
At Sibford 1979-1984 

Though there are many other positive 
things I could say about the school, I think my 
final one would be that somehow it managed 
to engender an egal itarianism in its pupils and, 
by the standards of much of society, a respect 
for others. When I tell people I went to a 
"private school" the assumption is usual ly 
made that my schooling encouraged 

bottles annually. Last year we made our first 

white wine, which wi l l  hit the shops some time 
this summer. 

L ike most farmers we have been 

diversifying to survive, one of our new 
enterprises has been winter black pigs from 

Spain, which roam freely on the farm, feeding 
on the acorns. Last year we fattened 250 pigs 

for the Be l lota fed hams, which will be sold 

mainly in Spain. We have recently converted a 

two-bedroom cottage, to rent out. This has 

been one of the nicest projects that I 've been 
involved with. Every week or two brings new 
guests a l l  of whom are different and from 

different parts of the world. 

For those old scholars who would l ike to 
come to Portugal and have a nice quiet hol iday 

(with lots of dogs, which are always looking for 

a nice long walk), it would be my greatest 

pleasure to be your host here at Herdade da 

Maroteira . • 

separateness and a disconnection with wider 

society, but Sibford's pupi ls  were from a wide 

range of backgrounds and I never fe lt that 

divisions existed among the pupi ls  based on 

those differences. I hope other pupils there at 

the time experienced the same positivity that I 

now reca l l .  • 

Philip Mollet 
At i) PJ: 0 d 
1983 - 1988 



Carl was always interested in horse riding 

and this interest was encouraged whilst at 

Sibford when he competed in 1 990 in the 

Sibford Equestrian Team run by Di Howes. 

After graduating from the British Racing 
School at Newmarket, Carl was placed at 
several racing training yards in Berkshire. After 
winning his first professional race at Leicester 
on New Years day 1 999, he went on to win 
more races at many tracks around the country, 
including the Lanzarote Hurdle in 2000 on 
Heart for trainer Henrietta Knight and owners 
Mr and Mrs Christopher Brasher. 

The fol lowing year Carl was selected for 
the inaugural award of the Mail on Sunday 
Hands and Heels Style award which provided 
him with a working hol iday at the top European 
trainer Francois Doumen in France. 

Carl's European experience was put to 
good use in 2002 when he was successful in 
Germany on Chello in the 1 00th running of the 
Seedrag Rennen which involves riding over 
fences and through a lake! 

Following victory in the Tote Scoop Six 
Hurdle on Regal Holly that year he was chosen 
to ride for the Queen Mother on First Love at 
Kempton. This was his proudest moment, 
finishing a close second to Beethoven. 

Further successes at home fol lowed and he 
was offered a career move to Virginia, USA. 

�e.s.s ij'orne 
At Slbford 200S-2007 

This time two years ago having just left 
Sibford, I was filled with the natural worries 
and fears at the prospect of leaving home 

for university. 

These worries however were extremely 
short l ived, as I can safely say that I have been 
having a whale of a time. I have Just finished 
my second year of studies in Music with French 

at the University of Huddersfie ld.  Yes, 
Yorkshire ... I have thrown myself into every part 
of university l ife, from being part of numerous 
ensembles including symphonic wind band, 
saxophone ensemble and big band to cooking, 
cleaning and doing my own washingl Of course 
there may have been the occasional night 

Carl Eafter 
At S; hford lQ8Q _ laa? 

where he has been regularly at the top of the 

steeplechase charts since deciding to l ive there 

permanently. Among many prestigious wins 
over there was the Carolina Cup in 2006 on Top 

of the Bill. 

His home is now in Virginia and he is 

currently looking forward to resuming his career 

fol lowing an injury to his leg. This though, has 

finally provided an opportunity to visit home. 

His reflections on Sibford were how he felt 

encouraged in his riding and how his 
confidence and self assurance were developed, 

preparing h im to meet people from a l l  walks 

of l ife . • 

University Symphonic Wind Band Concert Jess '1 'n there lomewherp! 

out. . . , but to be honest after a usual day of 
having to be in ten places at once, I'd normal ly 
be asleep on the sofa at 8.00. 

Right now, I am gathering bits and bobs 
together to take with me to France in  
September, where I wi l l  be spending my year 
abroad before returning to Huddersfield for my 
final year in September 201 0. I shall be acting 
as an English teaching assistant in a school, on 
a project run by the British Counc i l .  I had hoped 
to be assigned to the booming university city 
of Montpel l ier, but it seems my beachwear wil l  
have to be swapped for hiking boots, as I have 
in fact been posted to a school in the beautiful 
yet extremely rural vi l lage of "La Canourgue." I 

wi l l  probably have to l ive on a farm and mi lk 

the goats before school, never mind acquiring 

the French equivalent of a Gloucestershire 

farmer's wife accent. 

However cl iched, the two years since 

Sibford real ly have flown by and it feels l i ke it 

was only the other day that I came and played 

at the 2006 SOSA Reunion. From the 

professional productions of "The Dark side of 

the Moon" to meeting Dame Judi Dench after 

her performance in "The Merry Wives of 

WindsorH at the RSC, S ibford's enriching 

experiences wi l l  accompany me forever on 

whatever path I may fol low . • 



Twenty Years On 
Memories of Orchdrd Close 

Long before the first brick was laid, the 

idea of a Junior School for Sibford began in 

the minds of the then Head, Jim Graham, 

the Bursar, John Miller and a relatively 

young member of the teaching staff - me. 

Planning in those early days was exciting -
a blank canvas to paint on. We had to decide 

on a distinctive badge - wel l  it had to be 
apple leaves, didn't it? A new school uniform, 
we had to fight for navy blue over the 
traditional bottle green. No ties for those l ittle 

fingers to wrest le with each morning and 
brown sandals much beloved by Famous Five 

devotees and sti l l  made by Clarks. Curtains and 
wall colours were a l l  chosen long before 
building began, and then finally the JCBs and 

the brickies moved in .  I can remember walking 
from room to room whi le  the walls were only 
half a metre high thinking 'It's awful ly small -

how wi l l  we fit them a l l  in?' 

Building went on throughout the winter of 
1 988 and deep snow hampered work for some 
weeks. 

At last we were ready - the new teacher
in-charge, Mary Bennett, and her assistant, 1 9  

boarders, about 20 day pupils and us. By this 
time we, the Spring family, had increased to 

three - our daughter was eight weeks old 
when we started O.Cs fi rst term - what a 

shock for a l l  of usl Sadly, Mary died in 1 999 

but she would have been pleased to see how 
wel l  the school progressed. 

During the first term we tried to establ ish 

a system of serving breakfast in the house. 
Several chi ldren would accompany Matron, 

Dorothy Griffiths, to col lect the breakfast from 

the dining hal l .  They would return with trays 
ful l  of mi lk (some in the Jugs), buns for heating 

in the O.C kitchen and rashers of bacon to be 
fried Members of Fielding House would come 

over to help supervise toast making, swiftly 
fo l lowed by the r inging of fire a larms, 

windows flung wide and smoke fi l led lungs. 
Needless to say, along with our own babies 

regurgitating 'ready brek' and flicking food at 
the ceil ing, the lure of a comparatively civi l i sed 

dining hal l  proved hard to resist - by O.Cs 
second bi rthday, we were a l l  trooping over to 
breakfast with the main school !  

After the school day the house became 

home and playground again. Sometimes there 
was hot chocolate and rice-pudding before 

bed. Then we had 'scrunchie bunchie'. This 
occurred just before l ights out and involved al l  

chi ldren wrapping themselves in their duvet's, 

Now Sibford's Junior School. 

grasping a cuddly and squeezing into the 
smal lest corner between two beds until the 
chi ldren could barely be seen. Once they were 
satisfactorily wedged in, with only tufted 
heads showing, we could begin the night time 
story - one of us or Matron perched on one 
of the beds near the schrunchie-bunchie. 

We have many memories of those early 
days, but weekends, when we had sole charge 
of the boarders for two whole days, were 
times of what seemed constant activity. We 
had then a large Land Rover and there are few 
adventure playgrounds, wild l ife parks, farm 
parks and castles within fifty mi les of Sibford 
that did not receive a visit by a truck load of 
wel l ingtoned and boi ler-suited p ioneers, 
hungry for adventure . 

Back at school, Hal loween quickly became 
an opportunity for the staff to insti l l  the 
maximum amount of terror into our little 
charges - only to suffer the consequences 
later with complaints of sleeplessness, faces 
at the window and spooky noises long in to 
the early hours of the morning. The circle of 
trees at the back of O.C was bui lt over a 
medieval burial ground - a plague pit where 
those who had died of bubonic plague were 
flung centuries ago. Total ly rubbish of course, 
but it provided an excel lent preparation for 
Mary's Tunnel of Doom'. Whi le  we were 
outside in the dusk petrifying the chi ldren, 
Mary Bennett and a few hand picked 
confidants would be converting the corridor 
from the bottom of the stairs to the entrance 
hal l  into a pedestrian version of the ghost 
train. In pitch blackness each chi ld would run 
the gauntlet of this ghoul-fi l led corridor with 
attendant werewolf howls, icy blasts of air, 
pools of sl ime and tangl ing spiders' webs. 
I am sure the screams could be heard at 
Swalcl iffel 

Weekends would also bring wellies and 
walks. Red boi ler-suits were donned, well ies 
wedged on, and off we would go more often 
than not in the direction of Traitor's Ford or 
Swalcl iffe Common. As with any group walk 
we had the extremely keen, leaping ahead and 
Jumping the streams and the extremely 
unkeen. It would be unfair to mention names 
- suffice to say that one child's reaction was 
less than enthusiastic. 

Jasmine Harvey, Dorothy Griffiths and 
Christine Jones were a l l  an invaluable help and 
support to us in their matronning role. They 
were the constant presence and reassuring 
hand which were and are, necessary when you 

are 9 or 1 0  and away from home. Something 
else which helped to make O.C less daunting, 
particularly for country chi ldren was the 
presence of animals on The Piece - the field 
behind O.C At lambing time the chi ldren were 
a l lowed to feed orphan lambs; they became so 
spoiled, they decided our daffodi ls were fair 
game too - munching them regularly. The 
cows were pretty to look at - the only 
drawback from them were the humungous 
blue-bottles which buzzed into the school 
bui ldings l ike overloaded Hercules transport 
planes. Perhaps flying rugby and cricket bal ls 
are equally hazardous now? 

Deep snow on several consecutive winters 
gave the opportunity for snowman and igloo 
bui lding, and on one occasion fol lowing a long 
power cut it was announced the lanes were 
soon to become choked with snow, and the 
Christmas term was brought to a premature 
end three days early. 

In the summer of 1 993 Amy was four and 
Isaac was one - Mike and Jenny Wol lerton were 
leaving Penn and it was time for us to move on 

Orchard Close as an entity is no more, but 
its future embodiment as 'Sibford School Junior 
Department' and I'm sure the echoes of 1 989 
can sti 11 be heard. 

Michael Spring -

Head of Expressive Arts 

The late Mary Bennen - first teacher-in-charge 

of Orchard Close. 



The official opening of Orchard Close by Lord Saye and Sele with 

Jim Graham, Autumn 1 989. 
Left: Bedtime reading with Mike Spring. 

Right: Penny Spring out and about with some of her charges. 



S i bford Sc hoo l 
Sibford Ferris, Banbury, Oxfordshire OX15 5QL 

Tel: 0 1 295 781 200 
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