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MENTAL SOUP

The School year report from Arthur Johnstone is as follows :

The impact of war upon the schools of Europe has been
disastrous. Education has been curtailed, smothered or given
that evil twist which makes the future so dark and unpredictable.
We at Sibford have been extraordinarily fortunate : undisturbed,
we have gone on quietly with our work. And what a happy year
it has been ! So many were the applications for admission that
we have had to place pupils in Friends’ houses in the village and
we had the still further record of 183 pupils in the School. We
hated having to arrange for the darkening of our beautiful light
building. It was a most difficult task but by January we had
managed it. School work has gone with a swing and provided
many fresh records. Here it is in scrapbook form : twenty-four
entered for School Certificate and twenty-two passed ; two
silvers, seventeen bronzes and five intermediates were secured in
the Royal Life Saving examination; more than 1,600 birds
were ringed in the year ; about 2,000 library books were borrowed
each term ; in the last cricket match of the season, Eaves took
six wickets with six balls ; the Hallow-e’en parties and the picnics
to Whichford and Edgehill were delightful times for all; in the
great frost, snow was piled eight feet high in the field and for one
meal bread had to be strictly rationed.

Rationing ! Feeding a household of our size is no joke these
days, and I feel that I don’t want to see any more forms-in-
triplicate about food ! But we do pretty well. Last year we
drank over six thousand gallons of milk, and from our own
orchards ate four thousand pounds of apples and pears; we
tucked into over a ton of treacle, and somebody made more than
half a ton of marmalade.

We went four times to Stratford and saw ““ As You Like It 7,
“ The Merchant of Venice ”, “ Hamlet > and ‘“ She Stoops to
Conquer . The Pilgrim Players gave us a delightful perfor-
mance of ““ Tobias and the Angel ”’ in our own School, Frederick
Woodhouse, Hubert Foss and Mr. and Mrs. Bennett gave us
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MENTAL SOUP

splendid recitals, and J. Frederick Braithwaite and Mr. Bassett-
Loweke gave most interesting lectures, and the VIth form had
an excellent day touring Oxford. It is not surprising that with
all this activity one of our little people told her mother how much
she liked our ““ mental soup *’—I am really sorry to have to admit
she meant ““ lentil soup .

Two masters are now with the FAU and Frank Woolgrove
(of the gardening staff) has joined the Navy. Matrimony has
been much in the air this year, too. The nurse and the assistant
housekeeper and Mr. Naylor and Miss Macpherson have all
scorned Mr. Punch’s famous advice.

Additional notes added later to Mr. Johnstone’s report are
as follow :

We have purchased the old playing field largely out of money
found by the J. B. Braithwaite Memorial Fund, and it is to be
called the “ J. B. Braithwaite Field .

Holly House has also been bought, but the Herberts are
staying there in part of the house. The rest is being turned into
accommodation for girls and staff. The School will be able to
take more pupils and Holly House will also bring in girls who
have been sleeping in the village. The number of scholars in
School will then be 197, including day scholars. ‘ Quality
Street ”’, the play in the autumn term, was a big success.
Costumes, scenery, and everything else was made in School, and
the play was given three times—once for the School, and two
houses (free) for the village. The places of Mr. Prior and Mr.
Darlington (FAU) have been temporarily taken by Sidney Todd
and F. Eric Clegg. Eleven out of the thirteen teaching members
of the staff are members of Society of Friends—unique in Friends’
schools. David and Annie Stevens, caretakers of The Hill for
ten years, have left, and were given presentations. Their places
were taken by Mr. and Mrs. E. Grey, of Birmingham, parents
of an Old Scholar. During the autumn term the girls made
presents for children in Bow School, which is using the lower
Meeting House. Parents were invited to let their children stay
at school for the Christmas holiday : eight stayed, but with
children of the staff and visiting parents in the village, there were
forty at the parties held on Christmas Day and Boxing Day.
The staff took turns to look after them.

[Old Scholars will read the above report with more than
general interest. In the midst of war, its news of events of a
refreshing and evolutionary character is indeed a ‘‘ mental soup
of the most stimulating variety.—ED.]

THE Accounts.—Fred E. Goudge writes: ‘ You may
exclude publication of the statement of accounts—that is really
waste of space, as most people are not interested. But will you
ask people to send their subs. if possible, to keep us solvent?
I shall not be able to circularize members in wartime.”

10




m

AROUND AND ABOUT

Leslie Baily is experiencing the thrills of nomadic existence.
Some of his wanderings are described in his contribution to a
touring letter which the London branch has set in motion among
twelve of its members.

He writes on official notepaper ““ as a sign of poverty, not
swank ’; his personal belongings having been packed up so that
he might ‘“accompany a detachment of this extraordinary
Corporation on yet another of its ¢ secret ° moves to ‘ somewhere
in England’ in order to foil the enemy . ° Since October
1939 ’, he says, “I have worked in seven or eight offices in
various parts of the country, broadcasting from parish halls,
ex-cinemas and provincial BBC studios, and residing in town
in a billet which was comfortable but became rather tiresome,
as the family on whom I was inflicted by the Government had
made no progress mentally, physically or morally since 1899
. . . and I’m now off again to our new hide-out. The whole
of North Wales is agog at our secret coming. :

It also has been an unexpected novelty to use as an office
such places as in peacetime functioned as hotel bedrooms (with
h. and c.), a public school headmaster’s house, and a ladies’
cloakroom! All these diversions have been necessary to provide
. the British public and our listeners abroad with a continuous
broadcasting service, come what may.”

Leslie’s experiences are in essence duplicated in the lives of
many Old Scholars now in the Forces, in the FAU, in “ War
Vics ” and other wartime organizations. When the history
of the OSA comes to be written, this period will undoubtedly
stand out as a time of considerable expansion of general
community awareness.

Incidentally, the block above has a topical as well as a
retrospective interest, in that the world-famous character bowing
to the passing'pageant has lately completed a circle of his own
wanderings. How many OS’s recall the year and the occasion
Howard Quinton’s drawing depicts ?

113

11

_




OS MARCHES ON

In the course of the years we have had occasion to record the
periodic ascendances of many Old Scholars, but none has climbed
so rapidly toward the top of the ladder of commercial and
‘“ city "’ success as Henry J. Randall.

On the 2nd of May of last year Charles E. Brady, Henry
Lawrance and Arnold Kaye were invited by Henry Randall to
a city luncheon at the Hall of the Haberdashers’ Company in
Gresham Street in the City of London, in celebration of his
election as Master of the Aldersgate Ward Club. The Lord
Mayor attended and also the Sheriffs. ‘° The luncheon 7,
reports Arnold, ““ was such as one expects in the tradition of
London civic hospitality. The speeches were excellent and
150 London men will recall it as a memorable occasion.”

On the 30th of December the Hall (containing oak panelling,
oil paintings, banners, coats of arms, marble staircase, and
stained glass windows) was a smouldering ruin : the City fire
blitz of the previous night had wiped out the scene of Henry’s
celebration. With due reverence, however, the bombs had
deferred to Henry’s own particular office, thus demonstrating that
it takes something more than a blitz to stop Sibford’s city success!

SIBFORD CENTENARY HISTORY

Next year the School will celebrate its hundred years. The
first scholars entered the new Quaker school at Sibford in January
1842. This centenary represents in the School a great activity
touching and guiding the lives of thousands of people, many
experiments in education, many lasting friendships, much
expansion in buildings, in teaching methods, and in the number
of scholars, which has risen from the handful of 1842 to close on
200 to-day.

Plans had been laid by a joint committee of the SOSA and
the School Committee for the marking of the centenary by some
adequate celebration at Whitsuntide and at General Meeting
next year, and also by the publication of a Centenary History.
To what extent it will be possible to bring these plans to fruition
will depend on the course of the war. At present, work on the
preparation of the Centenary History has been brought to a
standstill owing to the wartime duties of its editor, Leslie Baily,
and others who were helping in the preparation of the book.
Many Old Scholars and others had sent to the editor their
reminiscences of life at Sibford, with documents and photographs
of historic interest. Some of these were displayed at a small
exhibition at Sibford last Whitsuntide. They have all been
lodged now in the safe keeping of Arthur Johnstone until such
time as editorial work can be resumed. In the meantime,
anyone who has such notes and documents should send them to
Arthur Johnstone.

HEADLEY BROTHERS, 109 KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2; AND ASHFORD, KENT
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